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AD MORTUAM. 
BY R. SHELTON MACKENZIE. 


‘«‘ Ere sin could blight or sorrow fade, 
Death came with timely care, 

The opening bud to Heaven conveyed, 
And bade it blossom there.” —Coleridge. 


Like the golden light that dieth 
On the twilight breast of Even, 
Thy angel spirit flieth 
Back to its home in Heaven. 
As the streamlet onward glideth 
To the ocean of its rest; 
So thou, to where resideth 
Each sinless one and blest. 


Though the sun of hope declineth, 
_ Which brightly beamed for thee, 
The star of Memory shineth 
Wear sea. 
e are sadly, sadly weeping, 
In the home thy feet ; 
Yet we joy that thou art sleeping, 
_ In the mansion of thy God.* 


Though fancy now entwineth 
No garland round thy head, 

And the stricken spirit pineth 

- O’er thy cold and narrow bed ; 

Yet, ’tis well that thou wert taken 
In the morning of thy years, 

‘That thy hwndike eyes will waken 
Where there never can be tears. 


Though our wounded hearts be swelling, — 
With a deep, deep grief for thee, 

In their gloom may yet be welling | 

_ Joys fountain freeh and free, 

There will.come a happy greeting 
When life’s pilgrimage is o'er, 

The child and parents meeting 
Where they may part no more! 


¥ 


#4In my Father’s house there are many mansions.” 


Metropolitan for J 


| mortal stroke for us! 


Selected for the Presbyterian. 


_ | THE IMPUTED RIGHTEOUSNESS OF CHRIST. 
Founded on Ephes. iii. 19.—“ To know the love of 


Christ, which passeth knowledge.” 


_ Where shall I begin my thoughts upon this sub- 
ject of the love of Christ to men? And when be- 
gun, how shall I make an end? It hath a breadth 
and length, a depth and height that passeth know- 
ledge. if the apostle Paul, that had the brightest 
discoveries of this love, owned this, much more 
may I. I may sooner find out the height of hea- 
ven, the breadth of the earth, or the epth of the 
sea, than measure Christ’s love. It is an un- 
fathomable ocean that hath neither bank nor bot- 
tom. O, whither did his love carry him! From 
the height of glory to the depth of misery. How 
low and deep was our fall, that nothing could re- 
cover and raise us up, but the low abasement of the 
Son of God, the King of Glory! How low was 
the step he made to help-us up; even to put on 
our nature, and suffer himself to be pierced for our 
transgressions, and bruised for our iniquities! 
Blessed Lord, thou took’st not on thee the nature 
of angels, but the seed of Abraham; these are 
fast bound up from thee with chains of dark- 
ness, Whilst thou drawest us to thee with cords of 
love! How distinguishing was thy love to man, 
that brought thee from heaven to earth, from the 
throne to the manger, from the manger to the wil- 
derness, from the wilderness to the garden, from 
the garden to the judgment-hall, from the judg- 
ment-hall to the cross, from the cross to the grave; 
yea, from the glory of heaven to the very torments 
of hell, and all for creatures that were black and 
ugly as hell! How wonderful is the sight thou 
callest me to see at the Lord’s table! Even to see 
him suffering for sin that never committed sin! 
To see him made sin for us, who knew no sin, 
that we, who knew no righteousness, might be 
made the righteousness of God in him! An 
amazing sight indeed! 

Lord, what is man that thou art mindful of 
him! O, what is he that thou shouldest magnify 
and set thy heart on him! And what am I, the 
worst- of men and vilest of sinners, that thou 
shouldest stoop so low to exalt me! That thou 
shouldest endure the poverty of this world, that I 
might enjoy the riches of heaven! Be content to 
live in the form of a servant, that I might have the 
adoption of sons! Be willing to bow thyself unto 
death, to raise me to eternal] life! Content to be 


| numbered among transgressors, that I might have 


a room among the blessed! ‘Ilo be crowned with 
thorns, that I might be crowned with glory! To 
be condemned before men, that I might be justi- 
fied before God! To drink the bitter cup of 
wrath, that I might drink the pure river of life 

To cry out in sorrow upon the cross, that I might 
triumph with joy upon the throne! To stand be- 
fore the mouth of hell’s furnace, to keep its flames 
from breaking out on me! O, Lord Jesus, thy 
love hath overflown all banks, and thy compassion 
knew no bounds! CanI think on it, and my heart 
not burn? Can I speak of it, and not be over- 
come, so as to seek, with Joseph, a secret place to 
weep int OQ, love that passeth knowledge! 
How shall I think of it and not stand amazed! 
That the General should die for the soldier, the 
Physician for the patient! That the righteous 
Judge of Heaven should come to the bar, and put 
himself into the malefactor’s clothes, and be con- 
demned for him! ‘That the blessed Son of God 
should interpose his innocent breast to receive the 
That God, all-sufficient, 
should be exposed to hunger and thirst, to grief 
and weariness, and the vilest reproaches and in- 
dignities for worms like us! Behold the Creator 
of the world wounded, mangled, and killed, by un- 
grateful creatures whom he came to save! Be- 
hold his bowels yearning toward them who raked 
in them with their bloody hands! Behold: his 


cruelly pierced it! Surely a believing view of 
this love of Christ is sufficient to mollify a heart 
more cold and frozen than ice itself! O, love un- 
fathomable! who can measure its dimensions! It 
hath a height without a top, a depth without a bot- 
tom, a breadth without a side, a length without 
end! Astonishing love! that my exalted Lord 
should stoop so low as to become a man; nay, a 
poor:man, a man of sorrows, a deserted man, a.dy- 
ing man, and also adead man, for such a wretch 
asme! Nay, more, that he should stoop to be 
made a curse, and undergo a dreadful load of 
wrath upon his innocent soul, infinitely more 
hour? than what is laid upon any damned soul in 
ell! 

O, what a sea of wrath did my loving Jesus 
swim through, to save me from perishing! Be- 
nold how that raging sea wrought, and was tem- 
pestuous, roared most terribly, and threatened to 


till at once my Redeemer stept in, and undertook 
to be the sacrifice for calming the sea! Take me 
up, (said he, like Jonah,) and throw me into the 
sea, and ye shall be all safe. In this Red sea, our 
blessed Jonah was content to swim for thirty-three 
years, without seeking deliverance, till once tiie 
sea was perfectly calu, and every elect soul out of 
danger. Marvellous loving kindness! O, that I 
could, with suitable frame of heart, both remember 
and admire redeeming love, and redeeming blood, 
when I go to sit down at my Redeemer’s table. 
O, that I may there get faith’s sight of the vari- 
ous instances of his love, that passeth knowledg .. 
Let me there view Christ in the womb, and in the 
manger; in his weary steps, and hungry bowels; 
in his prostrations in the garden, and clotted drops 
of bloody sweat. Let me view his head with a 
crown of thorns, and his face besmeared with the 
soldier’s spit. Let me view him in his march to 
Calvary, and his elevation upon a painful cross, 
with his head bowed down, and his side streaming 
blood! O, unparalleled love! It had been won- 


| derful love to have sent one of the lofty seraphim 


to suffer for us; but to give Him whom all the 
seraphim serve and adore, is love that passeth 
knowledge! Let me view the Scripture designa- 
tions and titles of Him that loved us, and gave 
oe for us, that he might wash us-in his 
ood. 
He is our Immanuel, the Wonderful, the Coun- 


| sellor, the Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, 


the Prince of Peace, the King of kings and Lord 
of lords, the Prince of the kings of the earth, the 
Lord of Glory, the Rose of Sharon, the Plant of 
Renown, the Brightness of his Father’s glory, the 
express Image of his Person, the Bright and Sor. 
ing Star, the Son of Righteousness, the Light of 
the world, the Head of the Church, the Beginning 
and First-born from the dead, the appointed Heir 
of all things. 
This is he that loved us, and gave himself to die 
‘for the redemption of a crew of rebels, grace- 
abusing, and Gospel-slighting sinners! Oh! what 
am [ that thou shouldest spare, yea, ransom and 
feast me in such a manner? 
thou have shaken off the hand of thy providence 
such a viper as] am into fire unquenchable; and 
there made me to know, by sad experience, what it 
is to abuse free grace, by the loss of eternal glory. 
But, instead of that, thou hast pitied me, loved me, 
me my surety, to appease justice for my 
heinous sins by “i blood, when no other sacrifice 
would do. Lord, I welcome thy love-feast; I lay 
my hand on the head of the sacrifice, and rest 
upon it; I believe, Lord, help my unbelief. O, 
that I may henceforth live under the continual 
sense of my”—d&c. &c. 


This, dear sir, is all I have, the rest being lost 
for several years, but let the fragment be pub- 
lished, and thus coon the medium of your 
excellent paper, you will put tha€ into the hands 


| of many whose souls, I have no doubt, will, there- 


with, be greatly refreshed. 


What Presbyterian can read the above medita- 
tion and not mourn, in secret, over the new fan- 
gled doctrines of the day? Is there not, in it, 
more vf the spirit of adoption, than can be found 
in whole volumes where the ability of the sinner 


is 80 much dwelt upon? M. J. D. 


heart burning with affectron toward—thenr that} 


swallow me up with the rest of the elect world; | 


Long ago mightest | 


From the Southern Religious Telegraph. 
LETTER FROM GERMANY. 


The following extract of a letter from Rev. B. 
M. Smith, late of the Union Theologica] Semina- 
ry, to the Rev. J. W. Douglass, with which we 
have been kindly furnished, will be acceptable, we 
think, to every reader. It is dated Halle, Nov. 
28th, 1836. 

I have found much here in the manners and cus- 
toms of the people, exceedingly diverse from what 
I have been accustomed to. Sleeping under fea- 
ther beds, having my floor sanded to keep it clean, 
eating alone, or when with Germans, subjected to 
much soup and little bread, using a dirty vegetable 
coal for fuel, obliged when I travel to carry my 
pass, and when [ stop, to procure a leave to stay, 
bowing with stiff formality in one case and kissing 
a fellow man in another, eating raw ham and sau- 
sage, with Irish potatoes for supper, and dining on 
fowl, kept till tainted to give it a mellow taste, 
standing in Church, not for the crowd but for want 
of seats—are all new things—some troublesome 
and some amusing, and some might be vexatious— 
did I not remember that good humor is more im- 
portant to a traveller than a good purse. 

But you want to hear something of graver mat- 
ters—one instance more of novelty, however, to 
make the transition, possessing as it does a claim 
to the character-of oddity and seriousness alike. 
Taking supper with a clergyman, who is not only 
evangelica] but orthodox—you reckoned a pietist 
by the Rationalists, I must apologise for refusing 
hot punch, and then, (what I did not regret having 
even that occasion for, as it allowed me room to 
speak plain truth home tothem who needed to hear 
it)—I was requested to explain the grounds of my 
refusal, by relating the history of Temperance So- 
cieties in the United States, their principles and 
the grounds of: their institution. Drinking hot 
punch, however, might not be so bad, where all 
drinks are used with a moderation quite rare in 
America. 

Sabbath breaking is the crying sin of Germany. 
Knitting, sewing, shoe-making and store-keeping, 
and similar occupations are often continued on Sab- 
bath as on other days. Parties of pleasure, balls, 
feasts, shows and the like distinguish this day— 
while the most pious only observe it, by attending 
church at least once. ‘Tholuck studies as much 
perhaps on Sunday as any other day in the week, 
excepting perhaps that sometimes he is prevented 
by having company. You will not expect then to 
hear of crowded churches, prayer meetings and re- 
vivals. There are here 6 churches for 25,000. In 
each of these there are on an average, three ser- 
vices on every Sabbath, and some one or two more 
during the week insome. Excepting however the 
occasions on which some gifted man officiates, the 
audiences are very thin. I have seen as few as 
fifly or sixty—I have heard of cases where there 
were only two or three, and Tholuck says in a ser- 
mon preached and published just before my arrival, 
that in places in Germany it has been sometimes 
necessary to delay public worship for want of an 
audience. Who mourns in secret places over these 
things? But few, though I hope some. I have 
made the acquaintance of one pastor, who is an ex- 
ample to ministers any where, excepting as to his 
views of the Sabbath. These may be palliated, 
but not excused, by saying they are those of the 
Reformers—and have come down as correct from 
the days of Luther. They result from the con- 
tempt, so to speak, thrown on the Old Testament. 
Its religion wasa mere preparation for the New 
Church, not the same insubstance. The Jewsare 
an uncultivated rude people, and the Sabbath but 
one of those ceremonial institutions, which the 
freedom ot a better dispensation has laid aside. If 
the Pentateuch, for instance, be inspired, which the 
Rationalists boldly deny, its inspiration adds but lit- 
tle to its binding authority. Their views, it is 


hoped, are 
e influence of such men as Tholuck, but t ey are 


the views of many, who rank among the orthodox 
and evangelical. ‘The doctrine of predestination 
is scowled at—and a student conversing with me, 
boldly denied Paul’s inspiration in Rom. ix., when 
that chapter was urged on his attention. This 
however is a rare step. The New Testament is 
generally received. ‘T'holuck and others get along 
with predestination very much as our Methodist 
brethren. By the by, it is curious to read T’s re- 
marks where he in a sermon, commends the piety 
of the French, Swiss and Hollandish Calvinists, and 
ascribes it to their views of this great doctrine, and 
then levels hiscannon to beat it away, or rather his 
metaphysics to explain it down. 

Speculation and philosophy, falsely so called, that 
of man’s mere reason, are the great forts of German 
scholars. Here they entrench themselves, and 
proudly set at defiance the force of all revealed 
truth, which does not tally with the results of their 
reasonings. ‘The fgeople, generally, are early and 
well instructed in the letter of the Bible, at least 
provision is made for it, but even that is not always 
done ; they have however, but few spiritual instruc- 
tions. The young men come from the Gymnasia 
to the Universities, without any correct practical 
viewsof religion. Theystudy it now as a science, 
those who are theologians, and as the means for 
earning a livelihood, few look farther. The eye 
and hand of one of the most despotic and best ad- 
ministered Governments in the world, is on them, 
and every nerve is strained to possess the necessa- 
ry literary qualifications—but as Professor’ T. who 
told me, “I have come from an examination of a 
candidate and gone to my room and wept as I re- 
flected that I had been one to sustaina young man’s 
examination, who has not a spark of piety, but the 
law asks a candidate no question except on his lite- 
rary acquirements, and I could not.” I believe he 
is a pious man, and his views of the Sabbath aside, 
most upright in his walk. Then I think he is un- 
easy, and he is evidently feeling and working his 
way to produce a change. The philosophy and 
philology of Germany are not alone guilty of the 
low state of religion. The natural man is in the 
pulpit of her churches, and “as priest, so people.” 
I know of nothing which would probably under 
God. so soon change the face of things, as the infu- 
sion of the Missionary Spirit. Dy dear sir, pray 
for Germany. Oh What a lever inthe moral reno- 
vation of this world, might the German church be- 
come, if imbued with piety! But I must stop. Re- 
member me to Mrs. D. and all of our mutual ac- 
quaintances in your vicinity. 

I am, in christian bonds, 
Yours truly, 
BENJ. M. SMITH. 


From the Southern Christian Herald. 


ORIGIN AND PROGRESS OF ARMINIAN VIEWS 
IN NEW ENGLAND, 


Letters on the Origin and Progress of Arminian views in 
New England, from a distinguished New England Min- 
ister of the Gospel, to one in the South. 


LETTER VII. 
March 2, 1837. 


My Dear Brother—I promised to give you some 
account ofthe Review of Dr. Tyler’s remarks, 
which was written by Dr. Taylor, and which ap- 
peared in the Christian Spectator for September, 
1832. Dr. Porter, in a letter dated Charleston, (S. 
C.) Dec. 8, 1832, speaking of that Review, says, 
“ That Review surprised and pained me exceed- 
ingly. Indeed, it is the most exceptionable per- 
formance of the kind, that I ever read. The temper 
of it isunmanly, and unchristian. It compares with 
some of the sectarian pamphlets on baptism, &c. 
which I read in my boyhood, though I think it 
beats them all.” That you may be able to judge of 
the justness of these remarks, I will give youa few 
extracts. What the Reviewer proposes, is, to ex- 
amine the theories of Dr. Tyler, in relation to the 
depravity of man, and the divine permission of sin. 
In regard to the first theory he says: 

“This theory is, that the nature of man since 
the apostasy, differs as really from his nature before 
that event, as the nature of a lion which leads him 


to feed on flesh, differs from that of the ox, which 


jects of such a propensity by propagation.” 


| to Dr. Tyler, must be the chief end of man.” 


leads him to feed on Accordingly he asks, 
‘ what inconsistency is there in supposing that there 
is IN man, anative propensity to evil, 
from parent to child, like other natural propensi-_ 
ties? On this theory then we would offer the 
following remarks; ‘It exhibits God, as the re- 
sponsible author of sin. We suppose Dr. Tyler to 
believe, as others who have advanced the same 
theory, maintain, that this propensity to sin, is it- 
self sinful; or as another writer affirms, ‘is the es- 
sence of all sin.” “God therefore, according 
to this theory, is the responsible author of that in 
man, In which the essence of all sin consists; and 
actually damns the soul for being what he makes 
it, or causes it to be by physical laws. If Dr. Tyler 
should say, that the propensity to sin, of which he 
speaks, is innocent, still man as he comes into be- 
ing, 13s doomed to sin by a natural and fatal neces- 
sity.” —‘ With such a propensity, man has not 
a natural ability to avoid sin. This is alike true, 
whether this propensity be supposed to be sinful or 
innocent.” “ Man therefore, by the laws of 
propagation, is naturally unable to avoid sin, and to 
become holy, and therefore is not a moral agent.” 
“ According to Dr. Tyler’s theory, sin must 
be good in i/self, and the only real good to man as 
a moral being.” * According to Dr. Tyler’s 
pore man in the act of becoming holy, must 
be supremely selfish.” “Dr. Tyler’s theory 
1s inconsistent with undeniable facts. Adam and 
Satan with his companions, all sinned. Whence 
came their first propensity to sin? Whatever ex- 
pedient Dr. Tyler may devise to account for the 
first propensity to sin in these creatures of God, 
one thing is certain, viz: that being without father 
and without mother, they did not become the sub- 


‘“‘ According to Dr. Tyler’s theory, the divine law- 
giver seems to have entirely mistaken, in regard to 
man, the proper object of a Jegal prohibition and 
penalty. —The radical evil lies in the consti- 
tutional propensities which God has given to men. 
The divine Jaw, therefore, it would seem, should 
forbid men to have, and punish them for having 
those constitutional propensities, which they de- 
rived exclusively from their Creator.” “The 
terms of salvation, and the exhibition of motives to 
comply with them are according to the same theory, 
a delusive mockery.” “ The true and only rea 
son, according to this scheme, why sinners are 
lost, is, not that they do not act, but that God does 
not.” “‘ According to Dr. Tyler’s theory, what 
is commonly called Regeneration by the Holy 
Spirit, is unnecessary.”-————“ To sin, according 


Man’s chief end is not to glorify God, and enjoy 
him forever; and the Westminster Catechism is 
flatly contradicted.” 


In regard to Dr. Tyler’s theory of the divine 
permission of sin, he says, ‘“* How is it that those 
are reproved, who shut up the kingdom of heaven, 
and neither entered themselves. nor suffered others 
to enter, when according to Dr. Tyler, it would 
prove a calamity, on the whole, had one more sin- 
ner reached heaven than. has reached it.— 
How is it, that God says in Isa. v. 4, that he mas 
DONE ALL THAT CAN BE DONE to bring sinners to re- 
pentance, when he could do more if he wouid, and 
would do more, did he not on the whole, prefer 
their continued sin, to their repentance? My child, 
says a father, ‘never steal—never lie—I have no 
pleasure at all that you should, compared with be- 
ing honest and true; but then, my child, he pro- 
ceeds, ‘I greatly prefer, on the whole, that you 
should steal and lie, at least, in nine instances out 
of ten; for stealing and lying in these instances, 
will be the best thing on the whole, which you can 
do; and although [ shall do every thing that can 
be done to secure your obedience to my law, yet I 
could do much more if I would; and [ would do 
it, if I did not on the whole, prefer your stealing 
and lying, to honesty and truth. I have therefore 


{determined to do that. and that anly which 


cure your almost incessant stealing and lying, be- 
cause, on the whole, these are tie best things you 
can do!. Such is God, according to this theory.” 
-“ According to the theory of Dr. Tyler, God 
prefers sin to holiness, and decrees its existence, 
that thereby he may show his mercy, in the salva- 
tion of a part only of the human race, and this, 
when he could have secured the perfect holiness 
and happiness of all, and of his entire moral uni- 
verse, throughout eternity. The case is this. A 
father throws his own children, or permits them to 
fall, from a fearful precipice, when he not only 
could have prevented them, but would, had he not 
determined sorely to wound them all, and ultimate- 
ly to destroy many of them, that he might show 
his mercy, in healing the broken bones of others, 
in restoring them to comfort and happiness, and in 
imparting to them the peculiar joys of so great a 
deliverance! How is it, according to the same 
theory, that God has not in the true and fearful 
import of the phrase, made a large part of mankind 
on purpose to damn them?” “To sin and 
be damned to all eternity, is the result, and the 
sole result in respect to the greater part of man- 
kind, designed, preferred, and purposed by their 
Maker. If this is not creating menon purpose to 
damn them, let any one tell what would be.”—— 
‘This theory too, limits the goodness of God. God, 
according to Dr. Tyler, could if he would, have 
secured the perfect holiness of this univese of mo- 
ral beings forever. But the perfect holiness of all, 
would have secured the perfect happiness of all. 
When therefore God could, if he would, have made 
a universe of perfectly holy and happy beings, he 
preferred, decreed, and made one comprising sin 
and its everlasting miseries! We ask is this good- 
ness Celestial Spirits, if they utter truth 
in their songs, praise God—not becayse he vindi- 
cates his law, and sustains his throne by the punish- 
ment of beings who have violated every will of his 
—but for exactly fulfilling the sole purpose of their 
creation; they praise God for that peculiar delight 
—those higher and exquisite raptures, which they 
could enjoy only by means of the agonies of others 
in everlasting fire! Dr. Tyler will have it 
that a benevolent God could not be satisfied with 
the perfect holiness and persect happiness of all his 
moral creatures ; but to raise to some higher, con- 
ceivable perfection the happiness of those who are 
saved, they must owe it in no stinted measure to 
the eterna] agonies of the damned! Such is God 
—such is heaven, according to this theory.”— 
‘We go further and ask, in what respect Satan is 
more truly criminal as a tempter than God is, ac- 
cording to this scheme? If Satan tempts, with the 
single purpose to secure the perpetration of iniqui- 
ty, so does God, according to this scheme. If he 
proposes some personal advantage by the sins of 
others, so does God according to this scheme. If 
he does it, to secure the final and endless ruin of 
others, so, according to this scheme, does God. 
If Dr. Tyler should say, that Satan’s inten- 
tion is evil, and that of God benevolent; we an- 
swer first, by asking Dr. Tyler to prove this by 
their doings ; and secondly, by affirming that, ac- 
cording to the scheme in question, the evil in- 


tention of Satan is the crowning excellence of 


the act.” 

“This theory, if carried out into its legitimate 
consequences, leads to universalism, to infidelity, 
and to atheism. Dr. Tyler maintains that God 
can secure the holiness and happiness of al] his 
moral creatures. It follows, therefore, that God 
will secure the holiness and happiness of all his 
moral creatures. Of course, all men will be saved. 
But this.is not all. According to this scheme the 
divine authority of the Bible is subverted. This 
book confessedly abounds in the most unqualified 
declarations of the future endless misery of multi- 
tudes of the human race. But how can a book 
which so explicitly and abundantly contradicts de- 
monstrable, known truth, be divine? Especially 
how can a book pretend to claim an Omnipotent 
and benevolent God for its author, which exhibits 
him as creating myriads of beings, because he pre- 
fers on the whole, their sin and everlasting misery 
to their perfect holiness and happiness? As an 
Omnipotent Being, he can according to Dr. Tyler, 


prevent such a result. Asa benevolent being, he 
must be disposed to prevent it. But according to 


Dr. Tyler the Scriptures cl tly teach, that God 
will not secure the perfect holiness and happiness 
of his moral creation, when he can secure it. How 
then can a book which belies every attribute of a 
perfect God, pretend to claim his authority? Ap- 
ply» now the principles of Dr. Tyler in another 
form, and atheism is the consequence. Dr. Tyler 
will admit, that God is disposed to prevent all evil 
in itself considered, throughout his creation. ‘The 
argument then for atheism furnished by this theo- 
ry, may be thus stated. If there were a God, that 
is, a being of infinite power and goodness, he could 
prevent, and would be disposed, and therefore 
would in fact, prevent all evil throughout his cre- 
ation. ~ But evil exists. Therefore, there is not a 
being of infinite power and goodness—there is no 
God.” —-———“* We admit the fact, that the forego- 
ing reasoning is that of the universalist, the infidel, 
and the atheist. But we ask, who furnishes and 
sustains its premises ; and what conclusions, when 
the premises are admitted, are more unanswerable ! 
We cannot but say, what we believe in the integ- 
rity of our heart, that supralapsarian Calvinists fur- 
nish the grand principle on which these conclu- 
sions rest; and combining their powers of argu- 
ment in its defence, with all their means of influ- 
encing the faith of others, give to it, and to the 
conclusions founded on it, adelusive and fearful in- 
fallibility in the minds of thousands. The principle 
is, that an OmnipoTENT GoD BY THE MERE DINT OF 
POWER, CAN SECURE THE UNIVERSAL HOLINESS OF 
HIS MORAL CREATURES.” ‘Sure we are, that 
a very limited acquaintance with facts, would show 
that the principle advanced by Dr. Tyler and 
others, is the very same, which in the hands of 
Voltaire and other enemies of the Gospel, has spread 
infidelity and atheism to such a fearful extent 
throughout Europe, and is in fact the basis of all 
that Jatitudinarianism, which rejects Christianity, 
and calmly reposes on false and undefined® notions 
of the power and goodness of God.’ —-———“ If Dr. 
Tyler should say, that he utterly denies that sin is 
a good thing—we answer, we are fully aware of 
this, and regard it as a peculiarly grateful fact. 
But then, Dr. Tyler also asserts that sin is a good 
thing. And is a man to be allowed without correc- 
tion, tosay that which is not true half the time, be- 
cause he says that which is true, the other half! 
Now it is this happy inconsistency which saves 
those who maintain this theory, from being the 
VERY WORST OF HERETICS.— “ Nothing worse 
can be imputed to the worst of men than the theo- 
ry under consideration, imputes to God, According 
to this theory, God purposes sin, not for its own 
sake, or in itself considered, but as the means of 
good, i. e. on account of certain advantages result- 
ing from it. Now the same things are true in every 
substantial respect of the assassin.” “Dr. 
Tyler according to his principles cannot show, that 
acts of assassination have not been, and may not 
be, perpetrated from the same motives as those 
with which, he represents God as, on the whole, 
prefering sin to holiness, viz. a desire to promote 
the general good.” -_———“ If Dr. Tyler should say, 
that the objections which we have brought against 
this theory, are the same as those which the ene- 
mies of sound doctrine commonly charge on the 
doctrine of the divine purpose respecting sin, we 
answer, that this is more easily said than proved. 
It is indeed readily confessed, that these objections 
have been often charged on that form of the doc- 
trine which is taught by supralapsarian Calvinists, 
viz. the theory that God prefers the existence of 
sin rather than holiness in its stead. But it admits 
of a question, whether these objections were ever 
alledged against the true doctrine respecting the 
existence of sin. Who among Arnsinians, or even 
Unitarians, at Jeast, in this age, would deny the 
universality of God’s providential government, and 
purposes, as the basis of confidence and submission 
under all evil.” 

These extracts are a specimen of the sentiment, 


}~-*yiey and spirit of this Reyiew, You can now judge 
whether the De Poster in re erence ‘to 


it is too severe. 

That Arminians and Unitarians do not object to 
Dr. Taylor’s views of this subject is very true. 
But whether this is a recommendation of his views 
is a point about which different opinions will be en- 
tertained. | 

Immediately after the publication of this Review, 
Dr. Tyler wrote to the Editor inquiring whether 
he might be permitted to reply to it in the Chris- 
tian Spectator, and was informed that no reply 
could be admitted, unless it wasa short letter of a 
page or two, to be accompanied by such remarks 
as the editor might see fit to append to it. Of this 
fact, Dr. Porter speaks in severe terms, in one of 
his letters, he says, “ Within a day or two, the 
Mirror came to hand, in which the unworthy sub- 
terfuge of the Editor in refusing any reply, at least 
any adequate one, is reprehended. That fact ought 
to be generally known. It shows a systematic, 
party dis!ngenuousness, that cannot commend itself 
to the Christian public, and that could hardly have 
been tolerated until this time, if it had been under- 
stood,” In another letter he says, “ Dr. Taylor 
should have a jog as to occupying the Spirit of the 
Pilgrims, while the Spectator has been-so closely 
shut up against one sentence in opposition to his 
views, except as quoted by its own writers for 
comment. No work in our country has been so 
narrowly conducted.” Yours, very affectionately, 


NOTE. 

Mr. Evitror—I have received No. 7, the Iet- 
ters,’? with a request from to add a few 
notcs. 

Dr. Taylor is represented in the beginning of this 
letter as floundering in the fathomless ubyss of specu- 
lation, on the nature, origin, and cause of moral evil. 
And he proceeds after the manner, and (as he trul 
says) “the reasoning of the Universalist, the Infidel 
and the Atheist,” in opposing the orthodox doctrine on 
the subject. 

I am at a loss what notes to annex to such profanity 
as this, and will therefore dismiss the task by refer- 
ring to the Christian refutations of all these * reason- 
ings of the Universalist, the Infidel, and the Atheist,” 
as a full answer to this detachment of Taylorism. 

X. 


CHRISTIAN EXPERIENCE SIXTY YEARS AGO. 


To the Editors of the Hartford Watchman: 


GENTLEMEN,—If you deem the following relation of 
Christian Experience worthy of a place in your valu- 
able paper, you will please give it an insertion. It was 
penned and read to the writer’s family ten or fifteen 
years before his death, and in the possession of one ot 
his children it was recently found, and the favour soli- 
cited of transcribing it for publication. 

Yours respectfully, D. L. H. 


March 14, 1806.—I this day enter the sixtieth 
year of my age; and O, the astonishing goodness 
of God in preserving me through so many succes- 
sive years, and in carrying me through so many 
varied scenes! Oh, what a useless life I have 
lived! Little did I think when | gave myself up 
to God almost forty years ago, that if spared so 
long 1 should Jive to so little purpose. 

I shall now endeavour to relate some of the 
early exercises of my mind respecting my soul’s 
concerns. I was born in Bethlehem, Conn., and 
there lived till my father died, at which: time J 
was eighteen years of age. I was not only fa- 
voured with the instruction of pious parents, but 
enjoyed the privilege of attending on the ministry 
of the late Dr. Bellamy, in consequence of which, 
as I well remember, my mind was often seriously 
affected, even before I was eight years old. I was 
early taught, both by my parents and my minister, 
to believe the doctrine of election, and became fully 
convinced that it was a clearly revealed doctrine 
of the Bible. This conviction had a powerful in- 
fluence in preventing me from becoming and from 
remaining for any length of time secure in sin. 
When I was not more than ten or twelve years 
old, I used often to say to myself, **God knows 
and has determined whether I shall be saved or 
lost, and I think it much the most likely that the 
latter will be my doom.” : 

It was to me, at times, a distressing reflection 


that I was in the hands of a << God, who, 


4 


if he pleased, ‘would damn me forever. > Often 

I greatly distressed for fear of his dreadful wrath 5 
and at such times, was wont to retire to some 
secret place, and to entreat him that he would af 
ford me some relief, though I knew that Iwas not 
converted, and that if I remained in this state, I 
must be lost. I was not, however, without hope 
that my cries and tears, and earnest supplications 
would move his compassion towards me, and in- 
duce him to change my heart. Thus I continued 
more or less awake to my spiritual concerns, 


—— sometime relapsing into stupidity, till I ar- 


rived at the twentieth year of my age. About . 
this time, (1767,) my mother moved with her 
family to Winchester. This being a new town, 
and no public worship as yet established, I went to 
Norfolk, about six miles, to hear Mr. Robbins 
preach. There was, at that time, among his peo- 
ple, considerable attention to the subject of reli- 
gion, and I began myself to think more seriously 
of death and eternity than 1 had done for some — 
years previous. Calling one day at the house of a 
triend in Norfolk, he soon began to converse with 
me on the subject of religion, and at length took 
up Erskine’s Gospel Sonnets, and read from it his 
description of ‘the terrible doom of unbelievers, 
and the endless duration of the torments of the 
damned.” My mind was filled at once with hor- 
ror and alarm, and I immediately began in earnest 
to seek the salvation of my soul. I wept and 
prayed, and endeavoured to reform my life, and to 
keep the whole law, hoping, thereby, to obtain the * 
divine favour, but I found no relief. I felt pressed 
down under a sense of the wrath of God. Previ- 
ous to this time, I had no other idea of hell than 
that it consisted in lying down ina lake of fire 
and brimstone, but now I felt its anguish kindled 
up in my own bosom, the wrath of God poured out 
upon me, and was compelled tocry out “a wounded 
spirit whocan bear?” As yet, however, I hud seen 
but little of my own heart, for I verily thought that 
my anguish at this time, was true conviction; and 
in my greatest terror for fear of the wrath of God, 
I still desired that my anguish might be increased, 
hoping that it might possibly renal in my conver- 
sion. And yet my distress was now, at times so 
great, arising from a sense of the wrath of God, 
that I felt fully convinced that to be admitted into 
the immediate presence of God in heaven, would 
be to me the most dreadful hell imaginable. In- 
deed, I verily thought that to lie down in a Jake of 
fire and brimstone, with every part of my body 
alive and sensible to the keenest sensations of pain, 
especially if that lake would cover me from the 
all-seeing eye of Jehovah would be a heaven, com- 
pared with what my hell would be is compelled to 
lie down under the frown of his indignation for- 
ever. This, however, I knew could not be, be- 
cause his presence fills the universe. Thus, for 
days and for weeks J remained pressed down un- 
der a sense of the wrath of God. At length | be- 
gan to lose in a degree the terror and anguish 
which I had for sometime felt, and was apprehen+ 
sive that my conviction was wearing off. I be- 
came, however, more convinced than ever that I 
had a hard and impenitent heart. Yet I had no 
wish to see its deformity, and endeavoured to keep 
it out of iny sight as much as possible. Now, as 
in former times, I often retired to pray; but not 
unfrequently found myself so shut up, and so shut 
out from God as to be compelled to return without 
opening my mouth. I now began to feel that I 
could not help myself, and that God would not help 
me, and that I must therefore perish forever. 
About this time, I think it was the 7th of June, 
1767, I went to Norfolk on the Lerd’s cay, as 
usual, and heard Mr. Mills preach;—but I was so 
confused and lost in my mind, that when he had 
done preaching, I knew not what he had been say- 
ing. At the close of the service he gave notice 
that he should preach the next day evening, in the 
south part of the town, which was two or three 
miles from where I lived, ‘That. day. Monday. was 
a dreadful day to me. [spent it in the field, at 


work, but my heart was as full of enmity to God 
as it coula hold. I wished it was in my power to 
destroy his very existence. I felt so full of enmit 

to him, that while at work alone in the field, 

several times, in a paroxysm of rage, struck the 
earth with the instrument with which I was labour 
ing, with a degree of violence evincive of the 
strongest feelings of enmity to his character. At 
other times, during the day, my opposition rose 
fearfully against those whom I esteemed the friends 
of God, because they justified him and condemned 
his enemies. Thus] continued through the day, 
boiling with resentment against God, and against 
his people ; saying as little as possible to any one. 

In the evening I went to hear Mr. Mills. Ar- 
riving at the place appointed some time before the 
service commenced, | sat down, and having a book 
in my hand, began to read to myself, without 
however, receiving one idea from what I read. 
While thus occupied and almost lost to every thing 
around me, I felt my heart suddenly melt and bow 
before God. I immediately hid my face, tears 
flowed from my eyes, God seemed to be every 
thing, and myself to be nothing. I abhorred my- 
self, and really felt that I was not worthy to crawl 
on the earth, and that, because I[ had sinned against 
the most glorious being in the universe. Never 
can I deseribe to any one the view I now had of the 
purity of God’s character, of the spirituality of his 
law, and of the justice of its awful penalty. 

I now began to have some hope, not that I was 
converted, but that possibly a Being so exalted, 
and so holy, and so merciful as he now appeared to 
be, might be gracious to such a worm as I. 

When Mr. Mills rose to commence the service, 
my attention was first arrested. His text was 
Gal. vi. 7, 8. “Be not deceived, God is not 


J) | mocked, for whatsoever a man soweth that shall 


he also reap. He that soweth to his flesh shalt 
of the flesh reap corruption, but he that soweth to 
the spirit shall reap life everlasting.” Never did I 
seem to have heard preaching before. Every word 
came with power, and filled my soul with emotions 
I cannot describe. 

On my way home, I observed to one in company 
with me, that I never heard such preaching before, 
and turning to him asked, “ Did you ever hear as 
good preaching before?” To my astonishment he 
replied coldly, “1t was good preaching, but I have 
often heard as good, and even better.” 


At this time [ had not even the most distant idea 
that I had met with any thing saving. Nor did I 
for several weeks afterwards indulge such an ap- 
prehension. 

My mind, however, was much occupied, and 
often delightfully in the contemplation of God’s 
character as holy, just, and good. Such were my 
views of his exalted character, that for a number 
of days I hardly dared to pray, though I often 
loyged to do so. I felt as if there was no medium 
through which my prayers could be presented be- 
fore God, and often longed for an intercessor to 
present my desires, and to plead for their accept- 
ance, for I at this time had no more idea of Christ 
as Mediator, than if I had never heard of him. 

While my mind was in this state, I was one day 
suddenly overtaken while in the woods and where 
the trees were very tall, with a violent thunder 
storm. I felt that it would be a wonder if the 
lightning did not kill me, in an instant, and if so, I 
said to myself, I shall right to hell. Well, and 
what if 1 do go to hell, I then said to myself, it 
will be perfectly just. I then had such a view of 
the justice of God as I never had before. It ap- 
peared to me to be an infinitely glorious attribute; 
and if I ever did enjoy true happiness in God, it was 
at this time, while meditating on that justice which 
I supposed would send me to hell. Not that I was 
pleased with the idea of going to hell, but my 
mind was so captivated, and: my soul was so en- 
raptured in the contemplation of God’s justice, that 
self was lost sight of, and appeared as nothing. 
From that day to this 1 have taken great pleasure 
in listening to the majestic noise of thunder, as it 
seems to revive in my soul the pleasing, joyful 
emotions of that interesting moment when the 
glory of God’s justice first Seoks forth distinctly 


| my view. 
Not many days after the foregeing seene trane 
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perce 
and devising plans for the accu- 


THE PRESBYTERIAN. 


pired I attended a Conference meeting, where a 


number of Christian friends were assembled. 

Among other ‘exercises they and in man- 

ger to charm my very soul, which led me to con- 
“with inexpressible delight the 


of saints and angels above, celebrating 


forever thé praises of God. In a moment, how- 
ever, my joy was turned inte sorrow under the 
=pprebension forever be excluded 
society, ‘denied a participation in their 
blessed: employment? My anguish was inexpres- 
sible, occasioned by the ‘reflection that I should 
never be permitted:to praise such an infinitely gic. 

rious being. For I still felt that the justice of 
could not suffer one so guilty as was to participate 

in this delightful service. 

Some days.after this, as I was returning from 
my customary employment, I found my mind im- 
pina away to the contemplation of 


But I was immediately 


mulation of property. 
by these- words forcibly 


cheeked.in-my wanderin 
Suggested to my ideration; Seek first the 
kingdom of God.” -In a moment all nature, yea, 
all the universe seemed to be fall of the glory of 
God. In immediate connexion with this wonderful 


exhibition of the divine glory the character of the 


adorable Saviour was t to view. My soul 
was enraptured in the contemplation of his charac- 
ter, and in beheldjng, as I now could do, the con- 
sistency, and pears and glory of that plan of sal- 
vation devised in 

cuted in the fulness of time. 1! felt as if my very 


soul now closed in. with Christ, and I longed to 


drop my-clayey tenement, and wing my way to his 


immediate presence. From this time | began to 
indulge a that I had “ passed from death un- 
to life.” And I can almost say thet in the first 
exercise of it, it arose to an assurance of hope; 
for I. do not know that I had at the time a doubt, 
but that my soul, were it immediately to leave the 
body, would. 
his fulness. From that day to this I have enjoyed 
& comfortable hope that I am child of God. 


Nosie Everitt. 


The Rev. Noble Everitt, whose Christian expe- 
rience is related above, soon after indulging a hope, 
began seriously to think of devoting himself to the 
work of the Christian ministry. He accordingly 
relinquished his farming pursuits, and gave his 
time and his energies to the business of obtainin 
a public education.. After having accomplish 
this object, which was done at Dartmouth, N. H., 
he returned to Connecticut, studied Theology with 


_ Dr. Bellamy, was licensed, and soon after settled 


in Wareham, Mass., where he prosecuted the work 
of the ministry for almost forty years, and then in 


_ the seventy-third year of his age ceased from his 


labours, and entered into rest. 
= 
THE PRESBYTERIAN. 


“SATURDAY, MAY 6, 1837. 


TERMS.— Two Dollars and Fifty cents in advance. 
Three Dollars if not paid in advance. 


To Corresponpents.—Our correspondent * J.M.”? 
speaks of extracts from a sermon on Winter, which 
we never received. 


—y 


Convention.—The Convention will meet in 
the Sixth Presbyterian Church, Philadelphia, (in 
Spruce between Fifth and Sixth streets) on 
Thursday next, May 11th, at 11 o’clock, A. M. 
The first day will be spent in devotional exer- 
cises. 
Members of the Convention calling on their 
arrival in Philadelphia at the office of the Presby- 
terian, South-East corner of Seventh and George 
streets, will be directed to places of lodging. — 


As- 
sembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States, will meet, agreeably to appointment, in the 
Central Presbytertan Chureh, Philadelphia, on 
Thursday morning, May 18th, at eleven o'clock. 
The sessions will be opened with a sermon from 
the Rev. Dr. Witherspoon, the Moderator of the 
last year. | 
NOTICE TO COMMISSIONERS TO GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY. 


The subscriber will attend in the Lecture Room 
of the Central Church, corner of Eighth and 
Cherry streets, for the purpose of receiving com- 
missions to the General Assembly, on Wednes- 
day afternoon the 17th inst., from 3 till 5 o’clock; 
and again on Thursday morning the 18th inst., 


frown 8 til] 11 o’clock. 
JOHN McDOWELL. 
May 6, 1837. 


— 


Tae Constitution Surricient.—We have ob- 
served that several of the New-school Presbyte- 
ries in expressing their disapprobation of the Con- 
vention have, with a show of sincerity, urged the 
sufficiency of our Constitution to expel hcresy if it 
should possibly exist in the Church, without re- 
sorting to any extra-constitutional measures. It 
would really seem as if they had suddenly fallen 
in love with thie instrument, so loud are their 
praises of its fitness and efficiency. This eulo- 
gistic strain has been particularly emphatic since 
the meeting of the last General Assembly, because 
it. was then discovered that the most’glaring here- 
sies might be sanctioned under the pretence of 
adhering to constitutional rule according to the 
+‘ most prevalent interpretation.”” They have found 
that a man may be tried for heresy, the facts al- 
Jeged clearly proved against him, and yet that he 
may be acquitted in the name of the Constitution ! 
No wonder then that they praise it. It is not 
probable that any intelligent orthodox man will be 
deceived by this specious language, for all must 
know, that the persons who now employ it would 
be the last to do so, if the Constitution had not 
been virtually laid aside in many Presbyteries, 
and in perhaps a majority, determined to be a plia- 
ble su¥stance which every man is permitted to 
mould to suit his fancy. 


Pressyrerian Tract Society.—The Commit- 
tee of Publication of this Society have approved 
an original Tract from the pen of the Rey. Dr. 
Alexander, on the Doctrine of Justification. It 
will be published as soon as practicable. 


Baptist Biste Convention.—We extract 
from the United States Gazette, the material parts 
of the report made for that paper of the Conven- 
tion held in-Philadelphia last week, by the Bap- 
tists, in relation to the propriety of forming an in- 
‘dependent Baptist Bible Society, which will give to 
the denomination the facility of making and circu- 
lating their own translation of the Bible, in which 
Immersion shall Have a distinguished place. Such 
a Society has been determined on, although it 
would seem with no great unanimity. In this 
measure we believe our Baptist brethren have made 


. a-great mistake. It will now be manifest, that the 


‘success of Jmmersion depends on a new and unau- 
thorised translation of the Bible, against the au- 


thority of which all other denominations will be on | 


their guerd.. Their suecess in making proselytes 


__ will not henceforth*be so great as formerly. The 
“sword “ American,” as applied to this Seciety, 


appears to us, as ridiculously inappropriate. 


counsels of eternity and exe-- 


directly to Christ and partake of 


5 GENERAL General 


Ancrenr Paaver.—The “ Prymer of Salisbury,” 
published in 1531, has the following prayer at the 
bottom of the title-page. 

 Godbeinmy Bede, 
And io myne Understandynge. 
God be in my Eyen, 
And in my Leokynge. 
God be inmy Mouth, 
And in my Speakynge. 
God be in my Herte, 
And in my Thynkynge. 
God be at myn End, 
And at my Departynge. 


Pecuniary history of 
our country furnishes no parallel te the existing 
pressure and disaster in the commercial world. 
From prosperity to adversity, from affluence and 
independence to bankruptcy and ruin, the change 
has been rapid and unexpected ; and multitudes in 
every part of our land, but particularly in our great 
commercial cities, are stupified with the blow 
which has so suddenly prostrated their highest 
worldly hopes. We have never witnessed such 
panic and distress, or beheld so affecting a com- 
mentary on the mutability of earthly possessions. 
Human sagacity is foiled in devising a remedy, 
and the evil, like the first assaults of an epidemic 
and malignant disease, is left to ravage and de- 
stroy, until satisfied with its victims, it assumes a 
milder type. All classes of society must neces- 
sarily participate in the calamity; between the 
highest and the lowest the bonds of connexion are 
intimate; and what affects the wealthy capitalist 
must ultimately embarrass the labouring classes. 

_. As to the causes of the present unprecedented 
distress, there will of course be differences of 
opinion. Some attribute it to the interference of 
the General Government with the currency, and 
others again, to inordinate speculation and over- 
trading ; the causes are probably of a mixed na- 
ture; but to determine these is not our purpose. 
Our province is more particularly with the moral 
aspect of the crisis. Whatever may be the proxi- 
mate causes of the distress, its general prevalence 
and oppressive character, already point it out as a 
chastisement from heaven. 

As a nation we have sinned, as a nation we are 
punished. Sabbath breaking has been sanctioned 
by the laws of the land, and by the daring and 
practical example of our national legislature. The 
acts of a government have greater prominency in 
the view of heaven than the acts of mere individu- 
als, or of a particular portion of the community, 
for these acts are the exponents of public senti- 
ment. When a Congress is appointed which will 
cast contempt on the laws of God, the whole nation 
is involved in the criminality. Thus it is with us 
as a people, and surely God 
things. 

But there is another point of view in which our 
present calamities may be justly regarded as a 
frown from God. Americans, by pre-eminence, 
may be regarded as a nation of idolators, if cove- 
tousness be idolatry as the Scriptures affirm. The 
desire, nay the determination to become rich is the 
great national characteristic. It is not mere in- 
dustry, but restless and excessive exertion to amass 
wealth ; such efforts as indicate that the whole 
mind is engrossed and absorbed by this ruling 
passion. The ordinary course of lawful business 
is but little suited to the spirit of the age, while 


devised. Neither do ordinary gains, or gains gra- 
dually secured, satisfy, but princely affluence, and 
that suddenly acquired, is the object aimed at. 
Hence the schemes of unbounded and hazardous 
speculation which are so eag«rly adopted. And 
besides, money is sought for its own sake, or for 
purposes of ostentation and sinful gratification, 
and not as an instrument of enlarged benevolence. 
It has been too niuch a feature of the times to ex- 
pend extravagantly in display and fashion, and to 
give grudgingly and parsimoniously to the cause 
of religion and human improvement. Millions 
have been thus kept back from God, and appro- 
priated to other purposes than those for which they 
were designed. Such has been the prevailing 
temper of our community ; and now at length God 
has spoken. But recently he spoke impressively 
by a wide spreading and destructive disease, but 
his voice was unheeded; men paused for a mo- 
ment, and then with renewed eagerness they 
‘‘ bought and sold and got gain.” Now, however, 
the Lord has touched the idol itself, in the absorb- 
ing worship of which, men have forgotten their Cre- 
ator; and as it crumbles beneath his touch, how 
many are saying in their hearts, ** ye have taken 
away my gods and what have ye left?’? Consi- 
dering the prevailing sentiments and habits of our 
nation, God could not have laid his hand upon 
a more sensitive part; nothing could have so 
sensibly affected men, as the loss of the wealth 
which they had worshipped. 

The feeling which we have attributed to the na- 
tion had entered most ruinously into the Church, 
in the persons of professors of religion. How many 


wealth? mingled with the men of the world in 
the eager press after the gains of business; de- 
voting but little time, and that little reluctantly, to 
religion; prompt to plead their occupations, for 
neglect of those sacred duties which devolved on 
them as Christians ; hoarding up wealth instead of 
cheerfully devoting a due proportion to God; but 
now, God has taught many such, that where they 
refused to give a part, he can take the whole, and 
that he is a jealous God, who can, in a moment, 
subvert the idols which are substituted in his 
place in the heart. Ina temporal point of view, 
it had been better for many, if instead of claiming 
an undisputed control over their property, they had 
felt and faithfully performed their duties as ** stew- 
ards of God.” 

In the multiplied bankruptcies which have oc- 
curred, we see the folly of trusting in riches. It 
makes to itself wings and flies away. It is muta- 
ble and perishing. It is not the chief good; we 
really need but little, nor do we need that little 
long. How cheering, under such circumstances, 
to turn our eyes from earth to heaven; from the 
things that are seen and are temporal to the things 
which are not seen and are eternal. Here are the 


endure ; here is a treasure which decays, there is a 
treasure which ‘‘moth and rust do not corrupt, 
and thieves do not break through nor steal.’? Hap- 
py will it be if men are instructed by the provi- 
dences of God, to set their affections not on things 
on the earth, but on things in heaven, and amidst 
the wreck of their earthly hopes, to seek an interest 
in that “inheritance which is incorruptible, unde- 
filed, and that fadeth not away.”” And may we 
not hope that this will be the result? When God, 
by his providence, has so clearly revealed his 
power in dashing down to the dust the proudest 
imaginations, and when he4nas given such a pain- 
fal illustration of the insecurity of worldly posses- 


sions, will not rational and immortal creatures 


is visiting us for these. 


of these have been carried away by the pursuit of | ¢ 


riches which perish, there are the riches which | 


learn to fix their hopes higher, and seek a more 


stable basis on which to build their happiness? 
One thing is needful, especially and pre-eminently, 
and they have obtained it who have sought first the 
kingdom of God and his righteousness. ll be- 
sides is comparatively worthless; and if men, after 
the present affliction shall have been alleviated, 
‘will return to their former courses with unabated 
ardour, othing is more certain than that a worse 
thing shall come upon them. 

~ Capaciry.—A certain individual, now in the 
ministry of the Presbyterian Church, shortly be- 
fore his ordination declared, ** his conscience was 
not sufficiently gum-elastic to take in the Confes- 
sion of Faith.’’? yet, subsequently, with- 
out any pretension to a change of sentiment he 
made the usual declarations and was ordained. 
Now, it may be a question whether he procured 
one of these india-rubber consciences, or, dis- 
covered that his original conscience was of suffi- 
cient capacity to take in ‘the substance of doc- 


trine.’’ 


Mevancno_y.—We extract the following from 
the Alton (Missouri) Observer. 
“Rey. Mr. Brich, of the Presbyterian Church, 
was found dead a few weeks since, in the vicinity of 
Rock river near its mouth, in this state. He was 
found sitting under a tree with his saddlebags be- 
side him. It is supposed he froze to death, as there 
were no marks of violence about his person. Mr. 
Brich was a native of Yorkshire, England, was an 
aged man without family, and probably bad no con- 
nexions in this country. He was well known to 
many of our readers.” 

New Converts.—A Roman Catholic Mis- 
sionary among the American Indians, writing to 
his patrons in Austria, says: 
‘+ A]l these presents are very seasonable and accep- 
table tomy church and my new converts, and many 
of the articles, as church attire, holy images, and 
beads are not to be had in this country even for 
money. The converted Indians have so great a 
des're and reverence for these things, that they 
will have them, and if one of them loses his beads 
or his little cross, he comes to the missionary to 
get another. On this account I need a vast many 
of these articles.” 
How successful must have been the labours of 
this missionary! We presume that a keg of red 
lead and a choice sample of scalping knives, 
would have been equally acceptable to these new 
converts. 

Missionary Enrerprise.—By an arrival at 
Boston a file of Singapore papers, to December 
17th, have been received, from which we learn 
that the brig Himaleh, Fraser, from Canton, bound 
on a voyage of observation for missionary pur- 
poses, to the Eastern Isles, was at Singapore. 
The Rev. Mr. Stevens, American Seaman’s Chap- 
lain at Canton, and Mr. Lay, of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society, were passengers on board 
the Himaleh. | 


DELEGATES TO THE CONVENTION. 
Presbyteries. Ministers, Elders. 
Alleghany Loyal Young Walter Lowrie 
Bedford Reuben Frame J. Owen 
Baltimore R. J. Breckinridge 
G. W. Musgrave 
Blairsville Watson Hughes James Cook 
Carlisle Thomas Creigh David Fullerton 
M. B, Patterson Andrew Blair 
Charleston Union ‘Thomas Smyth 
| B. Gildersleeve 
Cincinnati J. L. Wilson, D.D. 
Conco Henry N. Pharr Mr. Andrews 
Erie . Tait J. McCrackin 
East Hanover William S. Plumer N. Harrison, M. D. 
fiarmony J. Witherspoon, D.D John C, Coit 
ayettevitle Tren, 
Huntingdon M. K. Williamson Henry Long 
Louisiana 4 mes Sinylie Nath. Smylie 
Louisville ii. H. Hopkins C. S. ‘Todd 
Lancaster S. Wilson R. Miller 
Madison James Blythe, D.D. : 
Miami — Simcon H. Crane David Osborne 
Morgantown A. L. Watts Robert Burton 
Nashville James Galbraith John McKeage 
New Brunswick I. V Brown » Voor 
J. L. Shafer Vail 
New Castle J. N.C. Grier 
W. F. HoustonM.D., 
New York, Geo, Potts Samuel Boyd 
John Goldsmith James Lenox 
New York 2d J. McElroy, D. D. William Wallace 
Ohio D. Elliott, D. D. John Gladden 
*, D. Bai Thomas Kiddoo 
Philadelphia Wm. M., Engles Charles J. Davis 
John W. Grier Charles Woodward 
Philadelphia 2d Cc. C, Cuyler, D. D. James Darrach 
Redstone Wm, Annan N. Ewin 
Ruiunoke S. L. Graham, D.D.Mr. Venable 
Sidney James Coe John Marquis, sen. 
South Carolina Anthony W. Ross’ J. W. Simpson, M.D. 
Tombigbece ‘Thomas C, Stuart 
Troy Reuben Smith 
‘Tuscaloosa N. R. Morgan D. Johnson 
West Hanover G. A. Baxter,D. D. S.C. Anderson 
Andrew Hart John Miller 
Western District Samuel Hodge James Green 
West Lexington Charlies Stuart J. M. C, Irwin 
Wine ester William H. Foot Mr. Fitzgerald 
Wooster ‘Yhomas Beer T. McComb 
COMMISSIONERS TO GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 
Presbyterics. Ministers, Elders. 
Alleghany Loyal Young Walter Lowrie 
Baltimore R. J. Breckinridge John Hickson 
Bedford Reuben Frame John Owen 
Blairsville Watson Hughes James Cook 
Carlisle Thomas Creigh David Fullerton 
M. B. Patterson Andrew Blair 
Charleston Union Dr. Leland Thos. Legare 
Elipha White D. Addis 
Cincinnati B. Dickinson G. Tickenor 
H. Bushnell A. F. Robinson 
Concord Henry N. Pharr dcews 
District Columbia Jvhn Mines 
Detruit J.P. Cleveland Mr. Stewart 
East Hanover William S. Plumer N. Harrison, M.D. 
Ebenezer Andrew ‘Todd Thomas P, Smith 
Erie Tait J. MeCrackin 
Fayetteville - Arch, McQueen Hon. H. Potter 
Harmony J Witherspoon, D.D.John C. Coit 
Hudson James R. Johnson Gen. Jas. W. Wilkin 
John H. Leggett Robert J. Crawford 
Huntingdon M. K. Williamson Henry Long 
Long Island 2d James C. Edwards Chas, Sturges, M. D. 
ewes A. Campbell Dr. Martin 
Louisiana dames Smylie Nath. Smylie 
Louisville H. H. Hopkins S. Todd 
Lancaster Saml, Wilson Robt, Miller 
Madison James B'ythe, D. D. 
Miami Simeon H. Crane David Osborne 
Morgantown A. L. Watts Robt. Burton 


John McKeage 
William Wilson 
Woodhull,M.D. 
Dr. Archer 


James Galbraith 
A. Alexander, D. D. 
J. W. Yeomans 


Nashville 
New Brunswick 


New Castle Saml, Ma:tin, D. D. 
J. T. M. Davie 
New York George Potts Samuel Boyd | 
John Goldsmith James Lenox. 
New York 2d Thos, McAuley,D.D.— Aikman 
Ohio D. Elliot, D.D. John Gladden 


. D. Baird Thomas Kiddoo 
Ashbel Green, D.D. Alexdr. Symington 
William Latta William Fahnestock 
C.C.Cuyler, D.D. James Darrach 


Philadelphia 
Philadelphia 2d 


Philadelphia 3d Geo. Duffield Willian Darling 
John L. Grant J. W. Davenport 
Portage J. Seward D. Williams 
R. Nutting D. Prester 
Redstone Wm, Acnan N. Ewin 
Roa vke S. L. Graham, D. D.Mr. Venable 
sidney James Coe John Marquis, sen, 
South Carolina Anthony W. Ross J. W. Simpson, M.D. 
St. Louis Wm, Wisner * H. R. Gamble 
Tombigbee Thos, C. Stuart ; 
Tu-calousa N. R. Morgan David Johnson 
Troy N.S.S. Beman,D.D. Mr. Maguire 
Ezra D. Kinney Mr. Rand. 
Union William Harrison 
West Lexington Charles Stuart J. M. C, Irwin 


Duncan Brown,D.D.Zebina Cokey, M. D. 
Geo, A. Baxter, D.D. Saml. C. Anderson 
Andrew Hart John Miller 

Simuel Hod James Green 
William H, Foot 
Thomas Beer 
E, W. Gilbert 


West Tennecssce 
West Hanover 


Western District 
Winchester 
Wooster 
Wilmington 


Mr. Fitzgerald 
T. McComb 
Robt. Porter 


HORRID MASSACRE OF MISSIONARIES. 


Mr. William M. Barnard, formerly second officer 
of the ship Selina, of New Bedford, arrived there 
in the Parachute, a few days since, and has fitr- 
nished a detailed account of the murder of seventy 
native South Sea Island Missionaries, in the month 
of August, 1835, at Wallis’ Island. It appears 
from his journal that the English Missionaries at 
Keppel Island, (one of the Friendly group,) con- 
ceived the benevolent plan of attempting to intro- 
duce Christianity at Wallis Island by sending na- 


meet with Jess opposition than They 
procured them a passage to the island—but, horrid 
to relate, soon after they landed the whole number 
were murdered in the most barbarous and inhuman 
manner. Mr. Barnard was at the island at the 


‘time the massacre took place, and left in the sloop 


of war Vincennes, when she touched at that place. 


He left the latter vessel at Cape Town. 


| Unbelief reigns in their hearts. 


tive teachers and missionaries, thinking they would | g 


: For the Presbyterian. 
CAN THE CHURCH AFFORD TO DO WITHOUT 
THE CAUSE OF MISSIONS ? 


(CONTINUED. ) 


5. But suppose the Church to neglect the work 
of missions until all who are already within 
the sound of the Gospel are converted, and every 
congregation supplied with its stated ordinances; 
when would that be accomplished? We may 
safely answer, never. There is no such thing as 
true prosperity without the blessing of God. And 
it is only along the path of duty He has chosen to 
scatter those Sieusines which are so indispensable 
to our happiness and prosperity. While, there- 
fore, it is the duty of the Church to publish the 
glad tidings of salvation to the ends of the earth 
she cannot afford to neglect it. 

By neglecting the work of missions we neglect 
to fortify our own borders against the deleterious 


‘influences which are constantly flowing in upon 


us from heathen nations, or even to counteract 
their injurious tendency upon ourselves. Of course, 
under such an influence, without a powerful cor- 
rective, the piety of the Church must decline, 
rather than advance; and her destitution of the 
regular ministration of gospel ordinances must in- 
crease. It then becomes a matter of self-defence. 
And if there were no other consideration to induce 
the Church to engage vigorously in sending abroad 
the light of the Gospel one would think this alone 
would be irresistible. While the free intercourse 
which now exists between this country and all the 
nations of the world continues, it is impossible to 
preserve ourselves from some degree of contami- 
nation except by sending them the Gospel. This, 
while it operates as an antidote, tends also to pu- 
rify the fountain from which these noxious streams 
issue. 

Again; by neglecting the work of missions we 
lose, as has been already shown, the blessing of 
God, by which alone the Church can be supplied 


with an able, pious, efficient ministry. We also} 


neglect the means of cultivating that spirit of 


benevolence and liberality, without which it would |. 


be impossible to sustain the requisite number of 
preachers even if we had them. It will hardly be 
venturing too much to say, that any given congre- 
gation will raise the amount necessary to support 
the Gospel in their own midst with greater ease 
by contributing the same amount to send it to the 
destitute than if they did nothing for any but them- 
selves. If any doubt the correctness of this pro- 
position, let « sn try it for one, two, or three 
years. And if, at the expiration of that time, they 
realize no advantage from it, it will then be time 
enough to plead in excuse the want of means. It 
is only the liberal soul that is made fat. It is only 
he that watereth who is watered. It is only he 
that scattereth who increaseth, while he who with- 
holdeth more than is meet tendeth to poverty. 
Our resources, Jike the widow’s oil, never fail 
while we have an empty vessel provided to receive 
them; but if we wish to dry up the fountain let 
us make scanty provision for the use of the 
streams. 

There is, however, a narrow-minded policy still 
lurking in the bosom of the Church which would keep 
all close by her own doors, blinded alike to duty and 
interest. She forgets her stewardship and the di- 
rections of Him who purchased her with his own 
blood: “freely ye have received, freely give.” 
Governed too much by avarice she overlooks her 
true interests, and endeavouring to grasp too much 
she loses all. One would suppose a Christian 
could hardly read his Bible and remain in doubt 
about either his duty or his interest. And were it 
not that facts so abundantly show how far even 
those, who are really enlightened, may be led 
astray from their own true happiness, it would be 
difficult to believe it. But so it is. Men will seek 
their own—they then lose the liberal spirit and en- 
larged views which the Gospel inspire—and act as 
if this world were their eternal abode, and they 
the beings in it to be rendered happy, and yet call 
themselves Christians! Endeavour to convince 
them of their duty to a perishing world and you 
find them all absorbed in duties to themselves and 
their families They can even quote, or rather 


misquote, scripture in pemeaBeation of their conduct, 
tnvougn all that woulda cieariy prove tnein tn tne 


wrong happens to be forgotten. Present to their 


view the true principles upon which a Christian 


must act in order to accomplish the very ends they 
have in view; and it is all strange tothem. They 
cannot see, how they that scatter shall increase, 


nor how they who withhold more than is meet are | 


on the direct and certain road to poverty. Direct 
them to the promises of God for proof that it must 
be so whether they can understand the reason, or 
not; and you find they have not yet learned to 
trust Him—to “live by faith and not by sight.” 
Refer them to 
the providences of God for proof that he is not 
slack concerning his promises ; and strange to tell, 
still calling themselves Christians, they will en- 
deavour to resolve it all into mere chance. 

With such views and feelings, and sucha policy, 
of which mere men of the world would be ashamed, 
(if they were at all business men) can it be sur- 
prising that “the ways of Zion do mourn,” and 
“all her gates are desolate?’ “How hath the 
Lord covered the daughter of Zion with a cloud in 
his anger, and cast down from heaven unto the 
earth the beauty of Israel, and remembered not his 
footstool in the day of his anger!”” “Oh that my 
head were waters, and mine eyes a fountain of 
tears, that I might weep day and night for the 
slain of the daughter of my people!” “ Because of 
mine house that is waste, and ye run every one 
unto his own house. Therefore the heaven over 
you is stayed from dew and the earth is stayed from 
her fruit.” Surely in the view of Scripture con- 
siderations and existing circumstances, the church 
must feel that she cannot yet afford todo without 
the cause of missions. . 

6. It would be well for the church to listen more 
frequently and more attentively to the exhortation 
of Paul to the Ephesian Christians; ‘ remember 
the words of our Lord Jesus how he said: It is 
more blesscd to give than to receive.” 

The strong probability is that every properly quali- 
fied missionary we send to the heathen will do more, 
in addition to his usefulness there, for the real 
prosperity of the church at home than if he re- 
mained with her. It is now and ever has been true 
in the providence, as well as the promise of God 
that “the liberal soul shall be made fat: and he 
that watereth shall be watered also himself.” “The 
liberal deviseth liberal things ; and by liberal —— 
shall he stand.” Here after all is one ~— hold : 
the promise of him who cannot lie. Only let the 
church place herself in such a position as that she 
can plead those “exceeding great and precious 
promises,” and she places herself firmly on a rock 
against which ‘the gates of hell shall not prevail.” 
Here she must prosper though earth and hell unite 
to oppose her way. She has secured to her the 
blessing of her conquering King. Her piety and 
liberality will be constantly increasing. Besides, 
every missionary exerts a sort of reflex influence 
upon the community from which he goes, which is 
powerful almost in proportion to his distance from 
them. It is not necessary here to go intoa philo- 
sophical account of the matter. Those who have 
tried it find it to be true in their delightful experi- 


ence, and those who doubt the truth of the proposi- | _ 


tion will hardly be convinced until they have made 
the experiment. 3 

Again—if union in the church is desirable, then 
the work of spreading abroad the news of salvation 
is de: irable. Nothing as yet appears to have united 
the members of the body of Christ so intimately as 
the work of sending the Gospel to the destitute. 
Nothing appears so effectually to unite discordant 
materials and melt ell hearts into one. It leaves 
no time for dangerous speculations, and searching 
for improvements in theology. It engages the 
church and her ministers in the more safe and glo- 
rious work of saving souls. Old measures and old 
doctrines are found the most effectual and all suf- 
ficient to carry on the work of evangelizing the 
world when they are faithfully, wisely, and prayer- 
fully employed. ‘Then the time, talent, and ener- 
ies of the church are employed in devising and 
executing plans for enlarging her borders, instead 
of being engrossed in the defence of her doctrines 
against the assaults of internal foes. Surely in a 
time like the present the church cannot afford to 
dispense with that which exerts such a salutary 
influence. 

There is one other thought which must be ex- 


ceedingly precious to every genuine christian. 


It is the privilege of ministering to those who 
shall be heirs of salvation. Should he never be 
instrumental in the salvation of a single soul, yet 
to minister to an heir of salvation, to be instrumen- 
tal in promoting the holines and fitness for eternal 
Joys of one immortal soul, and thus increasing the 
clearness and strength of the never ending Joy of 
one of those bright spirits, which forever sur- 
round the throne of God and the Lamb, is a privi- 
lege which no earthly consideration could induce 
him to forego. Let the people of God, then, only 
think of that great multitude, “ which no man can 
number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, 
and tongues which shall stand before the throne, 
and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes and 
palms in their hands; and cry with a loud voice, 
saying salvation to our God which sitteth upon the 
throne, and unto the Lamb,” and ask, can they 
afford to bear no part in bringing about so great 
and glorious a consummation ? | 

. ( To be Continued.) 


For the Presbyterian. 
BLUNDERS. 


Nothing indicates more strongly the haste with 
which Americans study and write, as wellas move, 
than the inaccuracies which often disfigure the 
compositions even of those who have had the best 
opportunities of education. If this be doubted, let 
the following lists of words be compared, and the 
a judge which class is the more frequently 
used. | 


Correct. Incorrect. 
Jeopard. Jeopardize. 
Sectarism. Sectarianism. 
Hinderance. Hindrance. 
Meager. Meagre. 

Clew. Clue. 
Contemporay. Cotemporary. 
Meliorate. Ameliorate. 
Controvertist. Coutroversialist. 
Imperative, (necessity.) Imperious. 
-Mohammedism. Mohammedanisin. 
Apostasy.  Apostacy. 
Prophesy, (the verb.) Prophecy. 
Practise, (the verb.) Practice. 
Musselmans. Mussel]men. 
Depute. Deputize. 


How constantly do we hear such coinage as 
prayerful ; succeed (as an active verb); lengthy ; 
test (as a verb); has drank (for has drunk) ; edited 
(used as the verb of editor); predicate (to signify 
a previous fact or argument); talented ; contemp- 
tible (used for contemptuous) ; transpire, (for occur 
or take place.) | 

These and similar errors could easily be avoided 
by bestowing a moderate degree of attention on our 
vernacular tongue. ae 

[Webster adopts many of the words, the use of 
which our correspondent condemns; that however 
will be no impeachment of his general correct- 
ness.— Editor. | | 

For the Presb 
THE POET'S SONG. 


The babbling brook, the zephyr’s sigh, - 
“The flowers just opened to the sky, | 
The blushing morn, its mellow light, | 
Soft twilight wasting.on the night; — 
The evening’s calm, its quiet close, __ 


When from his toil the labourer gocs, 
| 


terian. 


The falling leaf, the voiceless glade, 
The song departed and the shade, | 

The gathered flower, its snowy tomb, | 
As transient life and early doom; 

The whitened locks and silent tears _ 
Of Winter on the tread of years. 


The lightning’s flash, the frowning ae 
The thunder trampling deep and loud, 
Old Ocean surging to the shore, 
The angry tempest sweeping o’er;__ 
The darkened East and glowing West, 
The lulling of the winds to rest. 


| 


The joys of home, its cheerful hearth, 
_ Where better nature hath ite birth, | 
| 


A mother’s love, the voice of prayer, 
From lisping infants kneeling there ; 
A father’s blessing on us poured, | 
While He that made us crowns the board. 
The patriot’s fire, that voice that breaks 
Upon our slumbers, and awakes | 
Our country, and the tide that fills 
The freeman battling for his hills; _ 
Her stars unfurled that drinks the light 
And wave in glory o’er the fight. _ 
Greece, noble Greece, true valour’s sons, 
Thermopyle and Marathon, | 
Rome and her stately senate-halls, 
Delenda est Carthago falls. 
A tyrant’s terror and the steel 
A Brutus’ hands alone can wield. 


| 


The widow’s sigh, the orphan’s tears, — 
~The flowerless passage of the years, 
That hand unseen upon the sky, 

When the dark storms are passing by ; 
That tear the man of sorrow shed 

Upon the memory of the dead. 


The man of Sin, his dreadful doom, 
Deep down in uncreated gloom, 
The end of time the Saints got home, 
When from the four winds nations come 
With songs of triumph to record 
The victories of their risen Lord. 


Such themes true poesy inspire, 

To wake the chords and tune the lyre, 
A Saviour’s love—be this my theme, 

Be this the ever-living stream, 
Whence angels drink immortal song, 


nesday 
Philadelphia. The Rev. Dr. Babcock was appointed 

President, and Rev. A. Sherwood and Rev. B. 

Stow, Secretaries. There wasa very full attendance. 
of Delegates, upwards of 400, from 24 States and 

one District, from the various Baptist Churches 
and Associations, who presented their several cre- 
dentials. 


BAPTIST BIBLE CONVENTION. 


The Philadelphia Bible Convention met on Wed- 
26th April, at the first Baptist Church, 


The Rev. Mr. Knowles, of Massachusetts, offer- 


ed the following resolution, which he had been re-- 
quested to present: 


Whereas, the American Bible Society has ra-. 


tified the resolution of the Board of Managers 


passed February 28th, 1836. Therefore, mn 
Resolved, That it becomes t!.: duty of the Bap- 
tist denomination of the United States to form a 
District Society for Bible distribution, and the 
translation of it into foreign languages. 

After a long discussion, the Rev. S. H. Cone in- 
troduced the following resolutions, as a substitute 
for the one under consideration, which were adopt- 
ed after much discussion. 

Resolved, That under existing circumstances, it 
is the indispensable duty of the Baptist denomina- 
tion in the United States, to organize a distinct so- 
ciety for the purpose of aiding in the translation, 
printing, and circulation of the Scriptures. 
Resolved, That this organization be known by 
the name of the American and Foreign Bible Sv- 
clety. 

Resolved, That the Society confine its efforts, 
during the ensuing year, to the circulation of the 
Word of God, in foreign tongues. 

Resolved, That the Baptist denomination in the 
United States be affectionately requested to send 
to the Society, at its annual meeting, during the 
last week in April, 1838, their views as to the duty 
of the Society to engage in the work of home dis- 
tribution. 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to 
draft a Constitution, and nominate a Board of Offi- 
cers for the ensuing year. 

The Rev. Mr. Sommers, from the committee ap- 
pointed to examine the character of the letters, 
documents, &c., presented by the varius Dele- 
gates to the Convention, in relation to the opinions 
entertained by Baptists, concerning the organiza- 
tion of the proposed society, made a report. The 
committee stated, they found in nearly all the let- 
ters, in which particular instructions were given, 
a very decided sentiment in favour of a distinct 
and unfettered organization for Bible translation 
and distribution. The report was accepted. 

Mr. Henry Jackson, from the committee ap- 
pointed to draft a Constitution, made a report, ac- 
companied with a Constitution for the government 
of the Society. The report was accepted, and the 
Constitution was read. 

The first article of the Constitution, viz: “’The 
name of this Society shall be the American and 
Foreign Bible Society,” having been read, a de- 
bate of several] hours ensued as to whether the word 
‘ American,” should be stricken therefrom, when 
it was approved, and the remainder of the articles 
were read serialim. ‘The question having been 
taken on the adoption of the Constitution, it was — 
adopted. 

The following officers were elected: 


-President—Rev. Spencer H. Cone, of N. Y. 
Vice President—Rev. Nicholas Brown, of Provi- 
dence, R. I. 

Corresponding Secretary—Rev. Charles G. So- 
mers, of N. Y. 

Treasurer—W =m. Colgate, Esq., of N. Y. 
Recording Secretary—J. West, Esq., of N. Y. 


From the Scottish Christian Herald. 


O. THE ARRANGEMENT OBSERVED IN THE 
ASSEMBLY’S SHORTER CATECHISM. 


Frequent notice has been taken of the extraordi- 
nary simplicity of arrangement and depth of thought 
observable in the Assembly’s Shorter Catechism. 
Of the former, | have just had a remarkable proof, 
in reading over Dr. Chalmers’ Pretace to the first 
volume of the new edition of his works. With his 
usual clearness and analytical acumen, he proposes 
twu methods of studying ‘theology. According to . 
the one, the first object of contemplation is the 
Divine Being ; and then the history of his doings in 
this world, detailed in natural, if not chronological 
order. ‘The other fixes at once on some awakened 
sinner, and accompanying him as he advances in 
knowledge and holiness, describes progressively 
the discoveries which he makes, or which are 
made to him, in the word and works of God. The 
former considers God abstractly, and follows out 
the other branches as so many of his works. And 
divinity taught upon this principle, recommends 
itself to reason, as regularly deductive and capable 
of systematic arrangement. And accordingly, this. 
is the principle upon which catechisms and sys- 
tems of divinity are usually constructed. ‘The 
other, instead of the matter observed, takes up the 
observer; and simply. recording what he is sup- 
posed to see and feel, as he advances towards per- 
fection, the same subjects pass in review; but they 
are seen from different points, and under different 
lights. ‘They are seen, not as abstract truths, but 
as practical directions. And this, therefore, is the 
view of divine truth best fitted for the guidance of” 
the heart and conduct. ‘The principles thus refer- 
red to, are, if we mistake not, the same with the 
categories of Aristotle and the first principles of 
Bacon; the one assuming, as the basis of his ar- 
rangement, being, or the things about which men 
think; and the other, the powers of mind by which 
these are known and enjoyed. Now, it is perhaps 
new to some of our readers to be told, that the pro-. 
found distinctions of an Aristotle and a Bacon, are 
employed in the construction of that humble Primer 
called the Shorter Catechism ; and that the prolific 
mind of a Chalmers could not have selected a finer 
example of its own original speculations, than is to 
be found in this directory for catechising such as are 
of a weaker capacity. 


For ever flowing deep and strong. 
7 James C, Latta. 


THE LOVE OF CHRIST. 


Comparisons can give but a very imperfect view 
of this love which passeth knowledge. Though we 
should suppose all the love of all the men that ever 
were, or shall be on the earth, and all the Jove of 
the angels in heaven, united in one heart, it would 
be but a cold heart to that which was pierced with 
the soldier’s spear. The Jews saw but blood and 
water, but faith can discern a bright ocean of eter- 
nal love flowing out of these wounds. We may 
have some impression of the glory of it, by _consi- 
dering its effects. We should consider all the 
spiritual and eternal blessings, received by God’s 
people for four thousand years before Christ was 
crucified, or that have been received since, or that 
will be received till the consummation of all things; 
all the deliverances from eternal misery; all the 
oceans of joy in heaven; the rivers of water of 
life, to be enjoyed to all eternity, by multitudes as 
the sand of the sea-shore—we should consider all 
these blessings as flowing from that love, that was 
displayed in the cross of Christ.—Maclaurin. 
== 


LOVE OF THE BIBLE. 


During the time that Dr. Kennicott was employ- 
ed in a Be, his Polyglot Bible, he was accus- 
tomed to hear his wife read to him in their daily 
airings, those different portions to which his imme- 
diate attention was called. When preparing for 
their ride, the day after this great work was com- 
pleted, upon her asking him what book she should 
6 take, “Oh,” exclaimed he, “let us begin the 
ible.” | 


CLEAR VIEWS OF A GREENLANDER. 


The following is from a discourse of a Greenland 
convert :—** How deep our fall must have been, we 
may learn from the sufferings of Jesus! When 
God created the visible world, he used only one 
word, ‘ Let it be,’ and it was; but our redemption 
could not be accomplished by a word ; to restore us 
poor creatures He had to descend from heaven— 
live and suffer as man—tremble, and groan, and 
sweat bloody sweat—and at last expire in torments 
—that He might redeem us by His blood. Can any 
one therefore, refrain from loving our Saviour, and 


devoting soul and body to his service ?” 


The number of Questions in this little manual, 
is, in all, one hundred and seven. The first three 
are introductory—God’s chief or principal end in 
creating man, the rule by which man may attain 
to that end, and the principal branches into which 
= - may be divided, are the topics thus intro- 
uced. 

Froin the beginning of the fourth Question, to 
the end of the thirty-eighth, we have a system of 
divinity, regularly constructed according to the 
first of the two principles explained. Every thing 
stated under these questions, is laid down specula- 
tively; that is, as a matter of study and contem- 
plation, not of command and direction. Each an- 
swer tells us what is,and not what should be. 
The arrangement of topics, also, is such as to 
show their consecutive dependence on each other, 
so that, like so many links of a chain, they are all 
suspended from the primary Question,—* What is 
God? This will be observed in a mere rehearsal 
of the subjects, of which the Questions are com- 
posed ;—the being and attributes of God,—the per- 
sons in the Godhead,—the divine purposes or de- 
crees,—the execution of these in creation,—their 
fulfilment in providence,—the special providence 
of God towards man, in an unfallen state,—in the 
fall and its consequences,—in redemption from 
these,—in the character and offices of the Re- 
deemer,—in what he did on earth to redeem man, 

and in what he is raised to in heaven, for the far- 
ther purposes of redemption,—in applying to sin- 

ners the blessings of redemption by the Holy 

Spirit,—his operations in effectual calling, justifi- 

cation, adoption, and sanctification,—and the fruits 

of these in life, at death, at the resurrection, and 

throughout eternity. : 

From the beginning of the thirty-ninth Ques- 

tion, to the end of the book, the topics are strictly 


practical, and they are so arranged as to furnish an 
appropriate directory for every stage of Christian 
advancement. ‘The subjects introduced, are not 
presented speculatively, but as pointing to the con- 
science and the heart, and as leading forth the 
mind, and guiding the conduct, into the ways of 
God. And accordingly, the arrangement, instead 
of assuming some principle in the matter of con- 
templation, assumes a principle in the man, and 
proceeds to address and direct him in all his ad- 
vances onward to perfection. is in this wa 
that the thirty-ninth Question commences wi 
what “God requireth of man?” It is thus the first 
arrow driven from this quiver, is so pointed as to 


aim at the conscience, God’s witness in man, 
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THE PRESBYTERIAN. 


- | And-the commandments which follow, are as.a|last Ist inst, and after. come preliminary conversation, | path with the Columbia Bridge over the Susquehanna, forcbodings which have been promulgated in regard to | more shall be suid or done by England about the Vixen q 
bundle of:these. They are variously pointed, yet | appointed a Comniittee to report upon business—Mr. on paying a consideration of ten thousand dollars.| the growing grain—We are strongly disposed to Be- | business. bores ; aa MARRIED. | : 
all baye @ point; and this very diversity only fits | McGiffin, of Washington, occupying the chair pro tem. | All the work on the Canal is said to be Ict, and will | lieve that those who have ploughed down their grain-| The Marquis of Bath dicd on the 27th March, in his . the 26th Apel in Wal pre Now ; 

: 73d year, and the bishop of Norwich was not expected ork, by the Rev. Dr. Phillips, Gzorcz Dovatass, Eaq.. 


fields have done so prematurely. ‘The season is still 
cold and has been dry, but it is said that the grain is 
making its appearance in some places where it was 
thought to have been blasted, and the reports from the 
npper counties have a favourable aspect. ‘The calcula- 
tions made at this season of the year are often unfa- 
vourable, and it may be that they will prove erroncous 


soon be actively prosecuted. 

Ike Champlain.—This lake was still closed by ice 
ou the 20th ultimo; and it was said to be good cros- 
sing on fvot from Cumberland Head to Grand Isle. 

American Native Tin and Copper—The Natchez 
(Miss.) Courier of April 3d, says:—T'in, which has 


of Douglass Farm, eldest son of the late George Doug- 


The néw, spacious, and cleyant building erected for lass, merchant, New York, to Euize Gasuam, youngest - 
the Mechanics’ Instituie, in Liverndel was nearly de- daughter — Dr. Maxwell, Thornhill, Dumfries- 
stroyed by fire on the 29th of March. It was but just shire, Scotlan . 
completed, and was to be opened on the next day. 
mage estimated at 15,000 dollars. The building cost DIED. 


In the afternoon, Judge Baird, of Washington County, 
was chosen President, and Morten McMichael, of 
Philadelphia, 8. D. Patterson, of Dauphin,S. W. Ran- 
dali, of Erie, and Joseph Williams, of Delaware, were 
uppoiuted Secretaries. Hon. T, B. Dallas, of Alleg- 
heny, George Fisher, of Dauphin, Col. Walter 8. 
Franklin, of York, Thomas Bell, of Chester, Nathanicl 


: them the more for the diversified circumstances in 
which man is found. One, for examplr, is aimed 

7 at’ the- conscience of such as worship strange 
-—another at those who worship even the true 

od, through ‘the medium of images,—a third at 

the blasphemer,—a fourth at the Sabbath-breaker,— 


to live more than a few hours on the 31st. . 


which it obtains ‘blessings. 


a fifth at children who are disobedient to parents,—. 


a sixth at murderers,—a seventh at adulterers, 
an eighth at thieves,—a ninth at liars,—and a 


tenth at the covetous. And to render each of 


these sharp as a “two-edged sword,” there is un- 
der each, first, what concerns the “ want of con- 
forinity to,” and then, what belongs to the “trans- 
gression of; in.other words, a “required,” and a 
“forbidden,” with occasional reasons also annexed. 
Nor does each commandment point only to as many 
individual sins or duties, but under these, to as 
many classes of both. It is therefore scarcely pos- 
sible te conceive of any arrangement better fitted 
to bring home guilt to every conscience. Aad it 


is accordingly followed by other questions, respect- { 


ing man’s inability to keep the commands, the sins 

which he thus becomes guilty, and the eternal 
judgments to which he is exposed. By these, he 
is left helpless and hopeless, under a sentence of 
condemnation, and is thus driven to inquire, what 
he must do to be saved. Here the very next ques- 
tion takes him up, tells him how he may escape 
the wrath and curse of God due by sin, and ex- 
plains this, under the heads of faith in Jesus 
Christ, repentance unto life, and the ordinary 
means of grace. Even in this subordinate ar- 
rangement, the condition of the inquirer is kept 
steadily in view. The only direct answer which 
can ‘be given to the question, “ What must I do to 
be saved!” is “repent and believe;” and agree- 
ably to this, the only points immediately explained 
in the Catechism, are faith in Jesus Christ, and re- 
pentance unto life. Repentance is the turning of 
the heart from every thing else to God, as recon- 
ciled in Christ; and faith is the looking at Christ 
believingly, as the gift of God, and receiving him 
as the salvation of the soul. But this very “ look- 
ing at Christ,” and “turning of the heart” to 

, as reconciled in Christ, imply some know- 
ledge of his will, and create a desire for the enjoy- 
ment of other ordinances. 
under the teaching of the word, the observance of 
the sacraments, and the exercise of prayer. An 
awakened and repenting sinner seeks early and 
earnestly to know the will of God. The Catechism 
meets him, offering instruction respecting the pro- 
fitable reading of the word, and waiting on the 
ordinance of preaching. But supposing him to be 
in some measure instructed, he yet desires to re- 
ceive seals of the covenant, and may never before 
have partaken of any of its signs. The nature, 
use, and proper observance of the sacraments are 
therefore now unfolded. And last of all comes 
prayer, not as if the individual were up till this 
time considered prayerless, but because it is now 
that he especially requires to be taught how to 
pray for such things as he ought; and this, because 
it is now that he declares himself to be an heir of 
those promises on which prayer rests, and through 
The prayer of the 
soul, like breath in the natural body, is essential to 
life, and, like it, begins properly as soon as we are 
born anew. But though this be its beginning, its 
end is unseen. ‘The renewed soul becoming more 
and more conformed to the will of God, enters 
more and more into the spirit of prayer, and finds, 
in the simple but comprehensive example with 
which the Catechism concludes, materials more 
and more fitted for guiding its intercourse with 
the Father of spirits. 

1. By using the Catechism in the right obser- 
vance of these distinctions and principles, we shall 
be better able to understand each question in its 
true and proper meaning; and the reason why 
such questions as Effectual Calling and Justifica- 
tion are so far separated from Faith in Jesus Christ 
and Repentance unto Life; and how, in general, 
the doctrines of the Gospel, as contained in both 
— of the Catechism, should not be together. 

hese things happen, simply because we have, in 
the first, a speculative system, and, in the latter, a 
practical directory. ‘The doctrines of the Gospel 


- are necessary to both, but require to be presented 


in different forms, so as the more perfectly to se- 
cure the different ends contemplated. 

2. Each division may thus be turned to its own 
proper use. Suppose, for example, that I were 
asked in what book a clear outline of the Christian 
faith might be found and studied, I would at once 
say, “In the first thirty-eight Questions of the As- 
seinbly’s Shorter Catechism.” But if I were asked 
for a practical guide, to lead men to Christ, and to 
train them to holiness, [ would say, “ Begin at the 
thirty-ninth Question, and be guided by those 


-which follow, onward to the end.” 


3. Even children might, on these principles, be 
taught to greater advantage than they usually are. 
Instead of beginning to instruct a child, respecting 
the abstract character of God, the distinctions of 
personality in the Godhead, the doctrine of decrees, 
and other matters of difficult comprehension, [ would 
begin my attempts to instruct him. with the mean- 
ing and application of each succeeding command- 
ment, and onwards to the end; by which time, he 
would have materials out of which to conceive of 
God, of his purposes and works; and his mind 
would be also, in some measure, prepared for more 
abstract processes of thinking. 

4. Much of the apparent abstruseness of this lit- 
tle work would in this way disappear, and on the 
same principle on which science becomes compara- 
tively easy, when perceived in a proper course and 
by proper means. Depart from the arrangements 
of a Linneus and Jussieu, and the beautiful order 
observable in botany will appear confused and _per- 
plexing; or invert the order in any process of 
mathematical inquiry, and the evenness of the way 
along which we find an easy path, will be rugged 
to the -master, and impassable to the pupil. And 
strange were it, indeed, if an arrangement so exact 
and so well adapted to its own special ends as that 
of the Catechism, should nevertheless leave each 
Question to be taken up, like some cube cast on a 
gammon board, in any order and with equal intel- 
ligence. 

5. If these principles and distinctions were more 
observed, more justice would be done to the merits 
of the work, ad it would be rendered more gene- 
rally useful. 


DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 
Pennsylvania Convention.—The Convention to alter 
the Constitution of Pennsylvania, assembled in the 


And these next follow, } 


Ewing, of Fayette, Hon. George Chambers, of Frank- | 
lin, Samuel H. Lloyd, of Lycoming, James M. Pauling, | 
of Montgomery, Hon. John Breiden, of Butler, Gen. 
Thomas C. Miller, of Adams, Martin Stambaugh, of | 
Perry, and Michael Holcomb, of Cumberland, was 
elected Vice-Presidents. A Commitee of thirteen was | 
appointed to prepare resolutions and an address. 

The Convention met again, on Tuesday morning 
2d inst. Mr. Thaddeus Stevens of Adams, and other | 
delegates, not present at the previous sessions, appeared | 
and took their seats. Mr. Kane, from the committce 
of thirteen, reported a preamble and series of resolu- 
tions, setting forth the sentiments of the Convention. 
After considerable conversation, in which Mr. Stevens | 
bore a conspicuous part, the resolutions were adopted 
with great uuanimity, and in the afternoon the Con- | 
vention adjourned. ‘Thirty-three counties were repre- 
sented, and the delegates generallyjwere men of the 
highest standing and intelligence.— U. S. Gaz. 


Snakes—The Berkshire Courier states that there 
were lately found on the farm of Lorren Whiting, in 
New Marlborough, in a snug resting place, ubout two 
feet under the surface of the ground, reposing quite 
cosily together, sixty black snakes, measuring two 
hundred and forty feet in length. Of course these 
harmless reptiles were all “ despatched.” 


Paper Veneering—We yesterday examined an ele- 
gant piece of furniture, veneered with marble paper in 
imitation of rosewood. The imitation was so perfect, 
and the veneering so exact, that an expericnced painter 
was unable to discover that it was not grained with 
paint, though he considered it almost impossible to 
shade and blend colours in such a beautiful manner. 
This plan of veneering furniture will prove a very usc- 
ful improvement. It combines three very desirable. 
qualities—elegance, durability, and cheapness. A com- 
mon pine table can be converted into imitation of rose- 
wood for $1 50, in a style that would defy the most 
skilful painter in the world to equal—and it is the 
opiniun of the cabinet makers that it will wear much 
lenger than common veneering.— Dedham Patriot. 


Attempt at Murder and Robbery—On Wednesday 
night, 26th ult. as Mr. John Jones, milkman, residing 
at Brooklyn, was returning home, he was attacked by 
two ruffians in Fulton street, city of Brooklyn, near 
the toll-gateyand had it not been for the outeries of 
Mr. Jones, which raised the neighbours, he would in 
all probability have been murdered. ‘The villians have 
thus far escaped, though the officers have their eye on 
different individuals.—Courier. 
Melancholy Event—Jesse Johnson, in attempting to 
extinguish the roof of a house on fire at Lakeville, 
Ohio, April 16th, found himself enveloped in the 
flames, and endeavouring to save himself by clinging 
to the eaves, fell 25 feet, whereby he fractured his 
skull dreadfully, and literally tore off his face, causing 
death shortly after. 

New Church—The corner stone of a new Presbyte- 
rian Church at Burlington, N. J. was laid by the Rev. 
Dr. Cuyler, of Philadelphia, on the 26th ult. 


United States and Peru—We learn, by the arrival 
at Norfolk of the frigate Brandywine, that a treaty of 
peace, friendship, commerce, and navigation has been 
concluded between the United States and the Peru- 
Bolivian Confederation, and transmitted by that vessel 
te the Department of State. 


An Insolvent’s Effects—The real estate, consisting 
of various parcels, of Mr. Samuel Comley, of Philadel- 
phia, has been sold under the hammer, at the Phila- 
delphia Exchange, and brought a little less than 94,000 
dollars. 7 

A Strange Fish—A porpoise was caught on the 
Jersey shore a few days since by some fishermen in 
drawing a seine. We have always thought this pecu- 
liarly a salt water fish, How the wanderer strayed 
so far from his proper element, we cannot say. If we 
recollect rightly, a whale was harpooned a distance 
above this city about twenty years since. The por- 
poise is in the American Museum.—Pa. Sent. 


Mortgages—We learn that application is to be made 
the legislature of this State, to place mortgages fore- 
closed on the saine footing with real estate sold on 
execution, so as to allow the same opportunity of re- 
demption. The ground of this application is just ; there 
is no reason for making any difference in the two 
cases.— NV. Y. E. Post. 


Southern Bank Paper—The heavy discount on 
Louisiana and Mississippi notes, seems to require a 
caution to business men, and particularly such as are 
engagcd in retail business, to be careful in the recep. 
tion of them. We are informed by a broker of this 
city, that all southern money, is at a discount of from 
5 to 25 per cent. and most of it from 10 to 20, with a 
prospect of its being ata still greatcr depreciation — 
Cincinnati Whig. | 

Lamentable Accident—Capt. Joseph Bacon, a young 

industrious man, of the sloop Martha and Elizabeth, o! 
Salem, New Jersey, while near the mouth of Salem 
Creek, in the Delaware, Sunday night, was hauled 
overboard by the down haul of the mainsail and drown. 
ed. His wife only was on deck with him, and the 
hands below being asleep, and the vessel being under 
weigh, assistance could not be given in time. The 
horror of the wife’s feelings may be conceived bctter 
than described. 
Ohio Banks.—The Cincinnati Whig of the 22d 
April, says that the credit uf the Ohio Banks remains 
unimpaired; and whatever speculation there is in the 
way of depreciating them, by a few whose business it 
is to shave the public, they are as sound as at any for- 
mer period. 

Sentence.—In the case of Moran, convicted at Phila. 
delphia of murder on the high seas, on board the brig 
William Wirt, a motion for a new trial has heen made, 
argued, and denied; and on Thursday the wretched 
young man was sentenccd to death, by Judge Baldwin 
of the United States District Court. Judge Baldwin 
addressed the prisoner in a manner deeply affecting. 
He reminded him that he had received a fair, impar- 
tial trial, by twelve jurors; that he had been defended 
ably by his counsel ; that the Court had charged mildly 
in favour of his acquittal, and that he had been found 
guilty, by which it was rendered the duty of the judges 
to impose the sentence of the law, however averse it 
might be to their personal feelings. During the de- 
livery of this short address, the prisoner appeared 
deeply agitated. [He is, we are informed, a young 
man, or rather boy, of about 19 years, who four years 
since left his parents in London for some trivial offence, 
and betook himself to the sea. On the subject of the 
crime he has committed, and the penalty which he 
must suffer, it is not our duty to add one word. We 
muy be permitted to express our regret that one so 
young, so bold, and so talented (for such he is repre- 
sented to us to be,) should have been the dupe of his 
own heaied passions, or what is quite as possible, of 
the crafty knavery of another.—Pa. Sent. 

Ploughing Match.—The ploughing match took place 
on Gencral Johnson’s farm, on Friday afternoon, 28ih 
April, according to appointment. ‘There were several 


Missouri. 


ground. We hope these statements may prove true. 
If it will turn out that Missouri, with her iron moun- 


_ hot under the act of 3d March, 1837, entitled to a pen- 


heretofore been considered a metal not to be found in 
America, has been discovered in great abundance in 
Near the Charitan river, in that State, lead 
and iron are said to exist in a pure state. One indi- 


copper, from the ore found on the surface of the 


tain and her exhaustless lead ore, and tin and copper 
to boot, is the richest mineral tract in the world.—N. 
Y. Star. w 


Widows’. Pensions.—The Secretary of the Treasury 
has decided, “that a widow who marricd again was 


sion on accuunt of her former husband’s death. But 
his legitimate children who were under twenty-one 
years of age at the time of his death, though they 
may be now past that age, are entitled to a persion, to 
be paid to them from the date of his death until they fo 
arrived at the age of twenty-one years.” 

Silk.—The Delaware Silk Company is now earnest- 
ly engagea in promoting the objects of its institution. 
Mulberry trees of two years age are planting, and it is 


expected that about 15,000 of this description will be this state, with, we believe, two exceptions, are at par 


in the city of Baltimore. This is effected by the wise 
and liberal arrangement of providing here a place and 


in the ground by the end of this week. A ecarcful and 
experienced individual has been engaged to superin- 
tend the management of the Silk Farm in. Brandy- 
wire hundred. In a word, says the. Delaware State 
Journal, it is the determination of the enterprising 
and intelligent managers of the Campany, that no 
effort shall be wanting on their part to make this 
little State of Delaware, a great silk district. 


Red River Raft.—This obstruction has been. opened 
for a distance of 151 miles, and at a cost of $150,000 
Only nine miles remain. A steamboat is to pass up 
and down for some years, to prevent accumulation. | te 
The superintendent proposes a canal of 190 yards 
through a point of land, by which the navigation will G 
be shortened seven miles, and the removal of the raft 
will extend the navigation for stcamboats, from its 
lower end to Fort Towson, 720 miles. 


Fatal Accident.—A young miner,named Michacl | 7, 
McGinnis, lost his life in the Delaware Coal Com. 
pany’s mines, on Saturday morning last, by the falling 
of a quantity of slate and coal. 

Counterfeits —The Cashicr of the Franklin Bank of | L 
Columbus, Ohio, gives notice that a second emis. | ri 
sion of counterfeit five dollar notes of that Bank has 
been lately put in circulation. 


Fatal Carelessness.— At Beaufort, N.C. afew days ago? 

a person named Leffers met his death in the following 
manner. ‘I'he deceased had recently been commis- | $ 
sioned as an officer of militia, and being anxious to 
improve himself in the manual exercise, he requested 
a Mr. Rogers, formerly of the army to instruct him. 
Rogers complied, Leffers standing in front of him, 
giving the command. At the word, “fire,” poor Le: 
fers fell a corpse, Rogers jiaving forgotten that the gun 
was loaded! ‘I'he father of the deceased was the only 
other witness of the tragedy, and his testimony wus 
such, (Rogers having given himself up to the Supcrior 
Court then in session in the town) that the untortu- 
nate perpetrator of the deed was immediately dischar- 
ged by the judge. 

Attempt to Rob the Mail.—On the night of the 22d 
nlt. the express mail rider was way-laid by a ruffian 
about thirty miles above Augusta, Georgia, and shot 
atas he passed. ‘The ball penetrated his thigh; but 
retaining presence of mind, he kept his saddle, and 


a 


a 


reach. 
Another Church Burnt.—The new Methodist and 


burnt down the 16th April. It had just been comple- 
ted. ‘The conflagration was caused by a boy carelessly 
kindling a fire in the shavings. Some of the pews, 
pew doors, and the pulpit ure saved. 

Revenna.—A Remarkable Fact.—This town in Ohio, 
stands on a fixed and modcratcly elevated tract, direct- 
ly on the dividing line between the waters which run 
into the Ohio, and those which run into Lake Erie. 


falls on the north side of the roof passes into the Cuya- 
-hoga, and is discharged into the St. Lawrence; while 
that which falls on the south side passes into the Ma- 
honing, and is finally poured into the Gulf of Mexico, 


so that this house, in a rainy day,is a fountaia of|the horrid transaction, and the first intimation of the 
calamity that had befallen his wife and little ones, was 
the desolate appearance of his home, and then the 
bodies of his wife and children, fifty or more yards 
from the house. They had been shot while attempt- 
ing to escape, as it would scem from the position in 
which the bodies lay. From ‘Tampa Bay we hear that 
between ten and twelve hundred Indians are there, 


waters for two opposite hemispheres of the globe. 


Productive Curn.—A Mr. Baden, of Oneida county 
has a new species of Indian corn, which produces 
from two to eight ears ona stalk. He plants it about 
the first of May, in hills five fect apart, and with only 
two grains ina hill. It yields nearly double the crop 
ofany other kind of corn. Some of it was sent to Lli- 
nois, and produced there 120 bushels to the acre. 


Steam applied to the Arts of Husbandry.—A new 
steam suw and grist mill is about to commence opera- | g 
tions near Port Gibson, Mississippi. ‘he engine is 20 | ) 
horse power. Another steam grist mill to grind 59 | 4 
bushels per day, has just been erected in the town. 
There is but little water in this region—none of the 
sluggish tributaries, scarcely of the Mississippi Valley, 
having sufficient falls for such purpose. Steam comes 
therefore in fine play. 

Coal Operations.—The Mincr’s Journal of April 29 
says: A numerous and respectable meeting of Coal 
operators was held this day at the Pennsylvania Hall. 
‘The mecting was called for the purpose of taking into 
consideration the state of the Coal ‘l'rade. ‘V'he embur- h 
rassments of the commercial community abroad, have 
reached our region and produced their natural conse- 
quences. A general curtailinent of coal operations 
has taken place—many of the largest mining esta- 
bliszhments have discharged all their men, except a 
sufficient number to keep their mines in order. Oth- h 
ers have greatly reduced the number in their employ. 
It is supposed that the number of miners and labourcrs 
thrown out of employment this day, independent of 


d 


5U0 men. ‘The immediate cause of this suspension of 
operations is to be found in the fact that contractors 
for coal in the Atlantic cities have directed shipments 
to cease, inasmuch as they are unable to effect sales, 
and conscquently unable to mect the drafts drawn on 
them by coal shippers, except at long dates; and our 
banks refuse to discount such paper. We hazard no- 
thing in predicting that unless measures are taken 
abroad to receive the coal already mined, a total sus- 
pension of all coul operations must take place in this h 
region. 

Price of a Balloon Passage.—Clayton, the celebrated 
western wronaut, who was to go up from Cincinnati, in | ¢ 
his great balloon called the “Star of the West,” on 
May Ist, takes one or two passengers at $100 cach. 


Wealth of the Potomac.—At a haul of the spacious 
scine at the Indian Head Landing the other day, fished 
by Geo. H. Smoot, Esq. upwards of seven hundred 
thousand Herring were takin besides a large number 
of Shad, Sturgcou, Ruck, Perch, and every description 
o! fish which finds a home in this highway of the finny 
race. 


now as they have formerly.” 


states that Farmers Bank of Chattahooche, at Colun- 


vidual is stated to have melted down 32,000 pounds of | bus, Georgia stopped payment and closed its doors on 
the 22d of April. 


train of cars on the ‘Trenton Rail Road, were passing 
between Holmesburg and Cornwall’s a decently appa- 
relled man, apparently about 50 years of age, who was 


the frame of the engine, and so severely injured that 
he died in about an hour. 
stupped, and he was taken to Cornwall’s, where every 
attention was paid to him. From papers in his pos- 
session, it appears his name is Moffit—Philad. Ledger 


from different quarters, that all the disposable regular 


the Western frontier; probably by way of precaution 
against commotions among or by the emigrated Indi- 
aus.— Nut. Int. : 


clinatiun and principle, the exceptions we refer to must 
be compelled to do by law. 


of uniform value throughout its limits. 


crease its profits, by employing agents to buy up its 
own notes, ata discount, and this we have no doubt, 
has been done amongst us to a very consideruble ex. 


agreed to receive on deposit and in payment, the notes 
oi the following Banks in Ohio and clsewhere :—Wes- 
tern Reserve; Canton; Massillon; Wooster; New 


St. Clairsville; Zanesville; Muskingum; Lancaster ; 
Chilicothe ; Columbus ;*Sciota; Portsmouth, O., Wash- 
ington, Pa.; Farmer’s and Drover’s; Brownsville ; 


Bank of the State of Indiana, in a letter dated at Madi- 
son on the 18th ult. says, that on the 25th of March 
last, the Indiana Banks, with an aggregate capital of 


dicted in the Circuit Court, at Washington, D. C., upon 
a charge of burning the Treasury buildings, in March 
1833, and now tried for the third time on the indict- 
ment, the jury after being shut up three days and 
nights, and not agreeing on a verdict, have been dis- 
charged by the court. 


morning last, 2d inst. a Gre broke out in the house cor- 
ner of Elm and Pearl streets, occupied by Mr. William | , 
Brown as a grocery store, which was consunied to- 
gether with its contents. 
adjoining wooden buildings on Elm street, which were 
soon in flames. 
second Reformed Associate Church, under the charge 
of the Rev. Mr. Rowland. ‘The roof is destroyed, and 
: : “| the interior of the buiiding considerably damaged. We 
quickening his speed, was soon beyund the miscreant’s | aro happy to state that the furniture was saved unin- 
jured, and that there is an insurance of 8000 dollars 
on the building. The Session Room having been unin- 
Presbyterian meeting house in Mantua, Ohio, was | jurcd, the service of the church will be held there on 
Sabbath next, 7th inst. 3 


of Mr. William Clemmons, situated on the road from 
Alligator to Livington’s Ferry, on the Suwannce, about 
twenty milcs from the latter place, was attacked by 
Indians. 
The old court house is so situated that the rain which | and four children, and a little orphan lad living with 
Mr. Clemmons, were murdered. Mr. C. was from 
home at the time this awful visitation was made upon 
his family. 


in on the 11th April. 


liver them to the commanding officers at the posts on 
the St. Johns. | 


York, Liverpool and London papers to the Ist of April 
south shoal of Nantucket, on Friday night the 28th 
She also lost a boat and one man. 

turned bills by this packet, but many bills, it is said, 
portion may possibly be paid at maturity. 


stocks. 
those employed in hauling coal, will not fall short of latest dates at 24l.; there had been sales at 231. 15. 


fallen back. 


liament have adjourned for the Easter holidays—no- 
thing important was doing in public affairs. 


ture. The arrangements for the assistance of the 


satisfactorily completed, and confidence was much re- 
stored. It is also stated that an arrangement has been 


Bank of the United States will be permitted to draw 
without an immediate remittance of specie. 


ment for establishing a large credit on the Bank of 
England, in favour of the Bank of the United States, 
is understood to be on the point of being carried into 


American merchants a medium of payment, to fulfil 
their engagemcuts in England, to which no exception 
can be taken on cither side of the water; and as tend- 


Georgia Bunk.—The Mobile Advertiser of April 25, 


Accident.—On Sunday afternoon, as the one o’clock 


alking in advance of the cars, was knocked down by 


The cars were immediately 


Movement of Troops.—We observe by indications 


ree of the United States appears to be in motion for 


Maryland Banks.—The notes of all the banks in 


fund tor their redemption. What they do from in- 


In this way, Maryland 


ight make the circulation of its own banks, at least, 
Without-suach 


law a bank may most illegally and improperly in- 


nt.— Balt. Chron. 


Pittsburgh Banks.—We learn from the Pittsburgh 
azette of 28th April, that the Banks in that city have 


isbon; Steubenville; the Banks at Wheeling, Va.; 


umbermen’s; Erie, Pa.; Mount Pleasant, O.; Ma- 
etta, O. 


Specie in Indiana.—The President of the Branch 


1,705,000, had an aggregate cf specie of $1,153,469 18. 
The Whites—In the case of Richard A. White, in- 


Fire in New York—At four o’clock on Tuesday 


It then spread to the two 


From thence it communicated to the 


FROM FLORIDA. 
JacKsonvi.eE,’ April 20.—On the 8th inst. the house 


The inmates, consisting of Mrs. Clemmons 


He returned on the 10th inst., the second day after 


rawing rations—that Oscola and Philip had not come 


General Jessup, in a letter dated Tampa Bay, April 
th, states that on the day previous the principal Semi- 
ole chiefs had entered into an engagement to surren- 
er the negroes taken during the war. They will de- 


FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 


definite scems tu 


Government. 


letter-writers. 


point. 


Gulf of Mexico. 


Liverpool Cotton Ma 


about 40,000. Insured for 30,000. 


rket, April 1.—In the early part 


of this weck we had the promise of some improvement 
in the Cotton market. On Monday sales were made 
at 4 to 4 advance on previous rates—but, we regret to 
say, even that small amendment has not been sup- 
ported, and yesterday morning, our prices were just 
about the same as those of that day week. 


FRANCE. 


Ministerial changes 


were spoken of, at the latest 


date, March 29th, and had been a leading topic of 
rumour and ——— for some time; but nothing 
taken place. 


General Damrémont, the new commander-in.chief 


at Algicrs, had gone to Toulon, to hasten the prepara- 
tions for the expedition against Constantine. 


It was reported at Paris that the King of Prussia 


was dead. 


King Louis Philippe has another grandson, in the 


person of Philippe Ferdinand Eugene Leopold George, 
son of the King and Queen of Belgium, who was born 
on the 24th of March. 


The condition of the silk-workmen at Lyons was 


Marshal Clausel is 


still very distressing, and caused much anxiety to the 
A subscription for their relief had been 
opened in Paris, which in two days amounted to 12,700 
francs. 


reported to have declared, in 


his place in the Chainber of Deputics, that an offer 
had been madc him, to negociate the abandonment of 
Algiers by the French, tor the sum of one hundred 
millions of francs, and five millions for himself; and 
the Gazeite de France very sagely asks whether this 
offer was not made by the American republic, “ which 
has so long been coveting a littie corner of territory in 
Africa.” 


The trial of Meunier was to commence in the 


second weck of April. ited t 
prepare the report, had fixed upon three other indivi- 
duals as accomplices. | 


The commission appointed to 


SPAIN. 


The defeat of the British Auxiliaries under Gencral 


Evans, has been followed by a similar disaster to Es- 
partero, who, having advanced some lcagues beyond 
Bilboa, was met, on the 21st of March, by the main 
body of the Carlists, commundcd by the Infante Don 
Sebastian, and compelled to retrograde with some 
loss—which, of course, is magnified by the Carlist 
Saarsfield had also met with a check, 
near the frontier of Guipuzcoa; and to complete the 
tale of disaster, Irribarren has also been forced to re- 
treaton Pampeluna. 
seems to have been completely frustrated, at every 
The Government appears, however, to have 
been successful in raising money, for a remittance of 
sevcn hundred and fifty thousand francs reached Bay- 
onne, on the 25th of March, for the use of the army, 
being the third within a month, and the three amount- 
ing to two millions two hundred and filty thousand 
francs. 


‘Thus the combincd movement 


A powder magazine had blown up at Santander, 


destroying a whole street of houses, and very many 
ives. 


Three of the British officers, Colonel De Lancy and 


General Evans was 


Captains Fielding and Multon, had died of their wounds, 
reccived in the engagement of the 16th. 


making great efiorts for another 


dash at the Carlists, who on their part were quite inac- 
tive, having sustained very heavy lusses in the several 
engagements. 


FROM TEXAS. 
New Orlcans papers of April 24, furnish additional 


details of the naval movemeuts of the Mexicans, in the 
The schooner Louisiana, of and from 
New Orleans, bound to Matagorda, in ‘Texas, was cap- 
tured on the 4th of April, by the Mexican squadron, 
consisting of three brigs, under the command of Com. 
Lopez. A prize crew was put on board the Louisiana, 
and she was ordcred to Brassos, St. Jago, where she 
arrived on the 8th; and on the 9th of April, her re: 
lease was obtained by a demand from Capt. Mervine, 
the commander of the U. S. ship Natchez. 


Besides the Louisiana the schooners Champion and 


Vigilance, from New Orleans for Matagorda, had been 
captured by the Mexicans. 


The schooner Wm. Bryan, at New O;leans from 


Velasco, whence she sailed on the 15th of April, re- 
ported that the British brig of-war Rucer, arrived a 
few days previous to her sailing, having on board Mr. 
Crawford, British consul at Tampico; and that he had 
gone on to Columbia, on a special mission, as was 
supposed, from the British government to that of Texas. 


The Mexican squadron consisted of the Vincedor 


de] Alamo, and two other brigs, and an armed schoo- 
ner, and was at anchor off Vclasco on the 4th of April. 
An express was despatched to the scat of government, 
immediately after its arrival, and Mr. Fisher, the 
secretary of the navy, had set cut for Galveston, 
where the schooners Invincible and Brutus were lying, 
for the purpose, it was supposed, of getting them ready 
for action with the enemy. 

’ The main army under the command of Gen. John- 
son, was still in the La Baca, in fine health and spirits, 
and anxious to encounter Bravo and his army. This 
is the prevailing desire of the country. If they cannot 
have peace, they are ready fur fighting, and prefer it to 


—_". inaction and suspense. 
‘The immigration into Texas since March Ist, has 


By the arrival of the packet ship Hibernia, at New 
ave been received. ‘The Hibernia grounded on the 
Itimo, and was obliged to throw over part of her cargo. 

We do not hear of any considerable amount of re- 
as becn noted for non-acceptance. Of these, a large 


There was little or nothing doing in American 
United States Bank shares are quoted at the 


‘The Cotton market, after a slight improvement, had 


Of political news there is not much of intere-t. Par- 


GREAT BRITAIN. 
The commercial intelligence is of a gratifying na- 


ouscs connected with the American trade, had been 
ffected with the Bank of England, by which the 


‘The London ‘Times of April 1, says that the arrange- 


ffect. The arrangement is spoken of, as affurding 


been about a thousand per week. 
overstocked with merchandize, and lands were rising 
rapidly in value. The weather had becn unusually 
cold, and great quantitics of young vegetables, as well 
as a large portion of the rising cotton crop, had been 
destroyed by frost. _ 


‘The country was 


The bones of Crockett, Travis, Bowie, and the other 


defenders of the Alamo, had been gathered, placed in 
one coffin, and buried with military honours, | 


FROM MEXICO. 
The New Orleans papers contain advices from 


Tampico to the 12th, and from the city of Mexico to 
the 24th of March. The accounts are much the same 
as by the last three or four arrivals. 


At the capital there was great misery; the Govern- 


ment uncasy and poor, the people destitute, clamouring 
for bread, and brooding over their sufferings. Equally 
pain‘ul accounts are given froin other parts of the 
Republic. | 


The Presidential election in the city of Mcxico had 


terminated in favour of Bustamente. ‘There is nothing 
new from Santa Anna. : 


Olarte,a Mexican Indian General, the champion of 


Santa Anna’s party 


the Constitutionalists, is advancing towards the ports 
on the gulf, carrying all be‘ore him—in fact, meeting 
with no opposition. Some szy he is friendly to Santa 
Anna—others that he will ultimately be President. He 
is a foe tothe Bustamentinos. | 


daily become stronger, though 


he remains quiet, and is even said to have requested 
permission to retire to Colombia. 


Gen. Bravo was still at Mctamoras with his troops, 


and they were sadly in want of provisions and money. 
Bravo is said to have publicly threatened to disband his 
army and go back to Mexico, unless he received mo- 


At Bedford, New York, on the 28th ult. Miss Mary 
Exizaseta Lyon, daughter of Seth Lyon, in the 2d. 
year of her age. 

The deceased had been a member of the Presbyterian: 
Church in Bedford about five years and a half. Her 
piety was from the first uniform and exemplary, and: 
manifest in her whole life; but was not marked by 
any thing peculiar uatil her last sickness. It was her 
constant prayer, from the time she perceived that a 
wasting consumption would soon terminate her day. 
that the Lord would grant her much of the light of his 


countenance, and clear views of her Saviour. Her 


prayer was heard. The Lord did grant her even more. 
than she knew how to ask. : 

Ten days before her death, her soul was animated: 
and enlarged in a very remarkable manner. And hav- 
ing testified to her family the peculiar riches of divine 

race vouchsafed to her, she desired to see her pastor. 

When he arrived, and approached her bed side, im- 
mediately began with unusual carnestness of manner 
in the following strain—at first in a strung whisper, but 
after two or three minutes, in a loud tone of voice, ap- 
parently far above her natural strength :—* Mr.—— 
have often been to church and heard you preach, and 
it did me good; I have heard you pray, and have been 
comforted; I have received the bread and wine at your 
hands, and have been strengthened. But I am soon 
going where I shall need no more bread and wine. I 
am going where my precious Saviour is—where my 
dear mother and sister have gone.* O, the precious. 
Saviour, how precious, how precious; I shall soon be 
with him. I see him now, O how precious. You do 
not know how precious he is. I wish you could. I 
wish you all could feel the glory that I feel. O glory, 
glory, glory. You donot know what glory EF feel. You 
cannot understand it. Mr. tell people about 
this glory, tell them about Jesus—tell sinners how pre- 
cious he is, do tell them.” 
_ All this, and much more in the same strain, she 
spoke with an ardour of soul, and a glow ef counte- 
nance which is indescribable. And then broke out 
in prayer for her pastor, for the church, for poor sin- 
ners that they might be brought to Christ. She had: 
two such overwhelming seasons in the course of tho 
aflernoon, and spoke about twenty minutes each time.. 
Her voice was clear, articulate, and so loud as to be 
heard distinctly in different parts of the house. Re- 
peated attempts were made to check her, lest she: 
should become exhausted. She replied, it did not 
hurt her. They must let her speak—said it was not 
her natural voice, it was the strength her Saviour 
gaveher to bear testimony to his cause. Nearly a 
dozen persons were present, and seeing them all 
melted into tears, she said—* weep not, rejoice, re- 
joice; and then spoke of the unspeakable glory that 
she saw and felt. For several days before this, it 
was a great effort for her even to whisper so as to 
be understood. ‘The next morning, being Sabbath, 
she told an intimate female friend, who called to see 
her, what wonderful discoveries she had of the ful- 
ness {and preciousness of Christ; and was again 
scarcely able to contain her feelings of joy and thank- 
fulness for such discoveries. And in this state of mind 
she continued to the end; every day en ae or 
less of the preciousness of her Saviour. She felt a 
very strong love towards every body, and peculiar 
gratitude to her friends for their kind attentions; and 
in a very particular manner thanked her father for the 
religious instructions he had given her, and for all the 
care he had taken of her. It was her constant prayer, 
and her desire that others would pray, that God would 
give her patience to wait her appointed time. On the 
Sabbath preceding her death, she expressed her great 
disappointment, saying, she thought she should that 
day have been in heaven, but consoled herself by the 
thought that she should be there before long. She 
then inquired of her father, how long he thought 
it would be before she should depart, and be with her 
blessed Saviour? He replied that God’s time was the 
best time. ‘To this she assented, and was content. 
Shortly before her departure, her father told her, there 
were indications that her sufferings were nearly at an 
end. She replicd,—welcome death; gave some direc- 
tions about adjusting her pillow, and in about ten 
minutes, without a sigh or a groan, gently breathed 
her last. “O death, where is thy sting? O grave, 
where is thy victory ?” i‘ G. J. 

° i ad died, the former about seven 
one in the triumphs of 
Christian faith, | 

At Philadelphia, on Monday morning, Ist inst. 
Hannan Leamine, daughter of the late Furman and 
Hannah Leaming, in the-14th year of her age. 

At Haywood in Virginia, on Saturday, the 22d 
April, Mrs. Mantua Bayarp, wife of Samuel Bayard, 
Esq. of Princeton, N. J. | 


ANNIVERSARY. 


The Annual Sermon before the American Sunday 
School Union, will, with Divine permission, by preached 
by the Rev. Dr. Tyna, in St. Paul’s Church, Philadel. 
phia, on the evening of Monday, the twenty-second 
day of May. The Anniversary of the Society will be 
held in the Church on Washington Square, at four 
o’clock in the afternoon of Tuesday, the twenty-third 


day of May. 


NOTICE. 


GREEABLY to Charter, is hereby given to the 
A members of the Corporation for “ The Relief of 
Poor and Distressed Presbyterian Ministers, and the 


Poor and Distressed Widows and Children of Presby-. 


terian Ministers,” that a meeting of said Corporation 
is to take place on the 19th day of May next, in 
the Sixth Presbyterian Church, Philadelphia, at 5 
o’clock, P. M. for the transaction of all business that 
may then be brought before the Buard. : 
ASHBEL GREEN, Scc. of the Corporation. 
april 22—3t. 


\HEAP THEOLOGICAL & SUNDAY SCHOO 

BOOKS.—The subscriber having a large stock 
of Theological, Classical, and Sunday School Books on 
hand, is now prepared to sell at very low prices, and 
on very accommodating terms. Ministers, Students, 
Officers of Colleges, Parents, Teachers, and others, 
wishing to purchase are respectfully invited to call, 
examine the stock, and asccrtain the prices and terms. 
All the publications of the Massachusetts Sabbath 
School Society constantly for sale, together with a 
large assortment of other Sabbath School Books. 

The Mass. S.S. Society have just published a new 
descriptive catalogue of their books, which will be 
furnished to and others 

is, at the store of the subscriber. 
GEO. W. DONOHUE, 
No. 13 South Fourth street, Philadelphia. 


may 2 
ISS BEECHER ON THESLAVE QUESTION. 
In press and will be published next week “ An 


Essay on Slavery and Abolitionism, with reference to 
the duty of American Females,” by Catharine E. 


hall of the House of. Representatives, at Liarrisburg,| hundreds of people collected on the occasion, and it Review of the Wheather for Apri , rae ne Ppa 
, 4 as 7 ! pril, 1837.—April | ing rather to prevent than to facilitate the transmission | ney soon from the wovernment. Beecher. - 
Cl Res was 80 managed, throughout, as to be quite a pleasant | commenced cool, and continued so until the 7th, which | of bullion—it being “a most important matter, not to French and brigs.ofwar had arrived H. PERKINS, 
arke, O morciana, Calied the mecting to order, | affair. The award af the judges, after retiring, and | with the 8th, was warm and pleasant, with occasional | force the Americans to send gold at present.” at Vera Cruz, to enforce the demand of restitution—as| may 6 No. 134 Chesnut street, Philadelphia. 


and nominated General Henry Sheets, of Montgomery, 
for Chairman, until the Convention was organised by 
the election of a President. James McSherry, of 
Adams, nominated Gen. ‘Thomas S. Cunningham, of 
Mercer, for the same office. Mr. Banks, of Mifflin, 
nominated Henry G. Rogers, of Allegheny, and Mr. 
Merrill, of Union, nominated William Clark, of Dau- 
phin, for tellers, which nominations were agreed to. 
The names of the Convention having been called, the 
tellers reported that General ‘Thoinas S. Cunningham 
was elected Chairman, until a President was chosen. 
James C. Biddle and Charles A. Barnitz, were elected 
Secretaries. 

The Secretary of the Commonwealth was then intro- 
duced, with a message from the Governor, transmitting 
two proclamations, designating the names of the dcle- 
gates to the Convention. 7 

Judge Hopkinson then moved to procecd to the elec- 
tion of President of the Convention. Mr. Earle moved 
to postpone tlie motion, for the purpese of appointing a 
committee to report what officers are neccssary for the 
organization of the Convention, which motion was 
lost, and the motion of Judge Hopkinson was agreed to. 

Mr. McSherry then nominated John Sergeant of 
Philadelphia, and Mr. Dillinger nominated Jaines M. 
Porter, of Northampton. ‘The question being taken 
viva voce, John Sergeant was elected President on the 
first vote. 

Mr. Sergeant was conducted to the chair by James 
M. Porter, Esq. of Northampton, and then expressed his 
thanks to the meeting for the honour conterred, and 
addressed the members in a very happy speech. 

The Convention then adjourned until ten o'clock, 
Wednesday morning, fixing that hour for the daily 
meeting. 

Integrity of the Union.—The Pennsylvcnia Conven- 


' tion of the friends of the integrity of the Union, assem- 
" bled, in the Court House, at Harrisburgh, on Monday 


mature consideration, was as follows :—The committee 
appointed by the American Institute, critically to cx- 
amine the several ploughs exhibited and put into ope- 
ration on the farm of General Jeremiah Johnson at the 
Wallabout, report,—That on such examination they do 
unanimously agree and decide that the yellow plough 
of Josiah Dutche is the best, and that the plough of 
Minor & Horton is the second best both as to their 
structure and operation. ‘The committce would farther 
state that the plough brought and tested by Mr. 
Wyckoff, although not within the province of the 
committee to decide upon, is deemed equal to the 
second best. 


Wilmington, (Delaware) Whale Ships.—The ship 
Lucy Ann, the first ship fitted out by the Wilinington 
Whaling Company, arrived at that port last week. 
She has on board 1400 barrels of Whale Oil, 300 
Sperm, and 11,000 pounds of bone, the whole valued 
at $26,000. The crew are all well, and none have 
died on the voyage but the coloured cook. The ship 
North America, Captain Cox, was at the Island of 
Tristan de Cunhana, on the 29th of January, with 
1200 barrels of oil. She has been out five months. 


Sunbury and Erie Rail Road.—By a report of the 
President of the Morris Canal Company, it appears 
that the distance from Erie to New York, by way of 
the Sunbury and Erie Rail Road and the Canal, is but 
450 miles—a distance much less than from Dunkirk 


| it rained about an hour,-attended with thunder and 


showers. ‘The 9th and 10th were again cool, after 
which, six days of delightful spring-like weather suc- 
ceeded. On the 18th it became cloudy, and a little 
rain fell. On the 19th it cleared, and continued cool 
until Sunday the 23d, when a cold rain storm com- 
inenced, with the wind eust, and continued until 
4 o’clock, P. M., at which time the wind changed to 
northeast, and it snowed violently for six hours, and if a 
greater part of the snow had not melted so soon as it 
reached the earth, it would have been six inches in 
depth, at a moderate calculation.* On the 24th it 
cleared cold, with wind at northwest, and continued so 
until the 27th, when the wind southed, and it became 
delightfully warm and pleasant, and so continued to 
the close of the month. Cool north and northwest 
winds prevailed 17 days during the month. Seven | tl 
days the wind was from west to south, and six days | n 
from north to southeast. Ten mornings, between day- 
break and sunrise, it was so cold as to chill and freeze 
water, in exposed situations. ‘The other mornings, at 
the same hour, the mercury varied from 38 to 50, ex- 
cepting on the 8th, when the mercury rose to 55, and 


lightning. At mid-day, during the month, the mcr- 
cury has differed materially on different days, varying 
from 38 to 72. On Sunday, April 30, the mercury in 
Fahrenheit, in the open air, in the shade, facing the 
north, was 82, which is six degrees above summer 


to New York, by the N. Y. and Erie Rail Road; and 
of course giving this route the preference over all 
others, for getting from Lake Erie to New York.— 
Erie. Observer. 

Susguehannah Canal.—It is stated in the Colum- 
bia Spy, that an arrangement has been effected be- 
tween the Susquehanna Canal, and the Columbia 
Bridge Companies, in virtue of which the Canal Com- 


heat; in the evening the wind changed from south to| tl 
northwest, and the mercury sunk rapidly, so that on 
Monday morning at 5 o’clock, it had sunk about 40 
degrees, and some flakes of snow fell. The wind 
northed, and Monday was very much like a March 
day.— United States Gazette. 

* In 1772, on the 27th of April, the snow fell nearly three | u 
feet on a level, in the New England States. — p 


The Crops.—The Fredrick (Md.) Examiner of last 


pany is allowed the privilege of connecting a towing 


London, is announced, and with surprise, as they were 
believed not to have been engaged in any of the dan. 
gerous speculations of the day. Besides this failure, a 
large one at Liverpool, that of Bentley & Co. has been 
announced, 


Bombay trade, and a house in the American trade, 
and extensively concerned in cotton, have stopped. It 
is thought the joint engagements amount to one mil- 
lion sterling. 


very strong, and apparently semi-official article, advo- 
cating the repeal of the duty on cotton. It also declares, 
as if by authority, that nothing short of a minority in 


Brighton on the 28th of March. 
ceived great attention from the royal family, and no 
dispute is made of the fact that she was married to the 
late King according to the forms of the Roman Catholic 
Church, of which she was a member. 


secms, with petitioning against them; thcy now re- 
fuse to pay them, in many places, and the church- 
wardens are forced to distrain and sel!, whereat a loud 
cry of oppression is raised. Definite action respecting 


and the probability of its ultimate abandonment is sct 
forth in some of the conservative papers. 


appears to have died away. Russia is understood to 
have given up her exclusive commercial advantages, 


and this concession is said to have been purchased by 
week suys—“ We will not yet give way to the evil | Lord Durham, at the price of a stipulation that nothing 


The failure of Fry and Lightfoot, bullion-brokers, of | s 


upposed. 


‘he expedition against Texas is again and again 


said to be virtually abandoned. 


Letters from Glasgow state, that a house in the 


London Morning Chronicle, (ministerial) has a 


1¢ House of Commons will drive ministers to a resig- 
ation. 

Mrs. Fitzherbert, the widow of George IV., died at 
She has always re- 


The opponents of church rates are not content, it 


1is matter was temporarily postponed by Ministers, 
The commotion excited by the affair of the Vixen, 


nder the existing tariff treaty with the Porte, for tha 
urpose of joining the other powers in a general tariff; 


WESTERN FOREIGN MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


NEW 


YORK AGENCY. 


The Board will meet statedly on Tuesday, May 9th, 


at 9 o’clock, A. M. at the office of the Board of Mis 
sions, (Brick church chapel) in the city of New York. 


‘he gentlemen composing the Board, by appoint- 


ment of the Parent Society:—Rev. John N. Camp. 
bell, D. D., William D. Snodgrass, D. D., Joseph McEI- 
roy, D. D., W. W. Phillips, D. D., John M. Krebs, Geo. 
Potts, Elias W. Crane, James V. Henry, Charles Cum- 
mings, D. D., Jacob Green, Henry A. Riley, John John- 
son, Andrew Thompson, Nicholas Murray, Joseph 
Campbell, Jacob R. Castner, Jones D. V. McLean, 
ministers; and Messrs. Ananias Platt, John Wood, 
John B. Booth, James Lenox, Moses Allen, Henry 
Rankin, Hugh Auchincloss, Samuel Boyd, George 
Douglass, Robert Jaffray, R. L. Stewart, Dr. N. Shel- 
ton, John Johnson, Eben. Platt, Jr. A. P. Halsey, Na- 
thaniel Weed, Samuel A. Foot, Wm. Wallace, 
Thomson, Sheppard Knapp, John Owen, A. Vansinde- 
ren, John J. Bryant, Dr. Wm. J. Johnson. 


James Lenox, Rec. Sec. 


New York, April 18, 1837. 


TRUSTEES OF GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 
Notice is hercby given, according to Charter, that 


april 29. 


the Trustees of the General Assembly of the Presby- 
terian Church of the United States of America, will 
meet on Friday the 19th of May next, at 4 o’clock, 
P. M. in the room of the Board of Missions, No. 29 
Sansom strect, Philadelphia. 


JAS. BAYARD, Secretary. 


HRISTIAN POLITENESS.—A little book ex- 
plaining true Christian Politeness, is this day 
published by the American Sunday School Union; 
The subject is treated under the divisions of Politeness 
to our relatiuns, strangers, (with a description of the 
oriental mode of showing politeness to strangers,) to 
brothers and sisters, parents and elder persons. For 
sale at the Book store of the Society, No. 146 Chest- 
nut street. Price 18 cents. : 
may 2 


WORKS—George & Byington, 
Booksellers, Publishers, and Stationcrs, N. Ww. 
corner of Chestnut and Fifth streets, have for sale the 
Standard Theological and Miscellaneous Works, as 
well as a splendid assortment of Bibles, New Testa- 
ments, Common Prayers, Lexicons, and Concordances 
in different Languages, Suddard’s British Pulpit, 
Bishop Bull’s Works, South’s Sermons, 7 vols. 8v0., 
Jay’s Works, Cause and Cure of Infidelity, Faber’s 
Sermons, Newton on the Prophecies, Hannah More’s 
Works, the London and Amasican Edition, Chalmer’s 
Works, Watson’s Practical Divinity, Dr. Hawke’s 
Contributions to the Ecclesiastical History of the 
United States, Roger’s Lectures on the Litorgy, 
Campbell on the Gospels, Milner’s Church History, 
Carpenter’s Popular pata on Biblical Criticisms 
and Interpretations, Warburton’s Works, The Works 
of Josephus, Leland on Revelation, The Family Book 
of Devotion, Grisborne’s Survey of the Christian Reli- 
gion, Dick’s Theology, Edward’s Works, The Works 
of Jeremy Taylor, Lightfoot’s Works, 13 vols. 8vo. 
Paley’s Works. Hodge on the Romans, Stuart's Com. 
mentarys, Paysons Sermons, History of the Dissenters, 
vol. 1. of the Life of Aaron Burr, New Testament, 


The Latin V ulgate Vanderhooght, &c. &c. &e. 
may 6—2t. 7 
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THE PRESBYTERIAN. 


- 


THE FEATHERED SONG- 
A LEAGUE. WITH PERS. 


“Again the belmy.zephyr blows, 
yerdure decks the grove, 

Each bird. with vernal rapture | 

And tunes his notes to love. 
Ye gentle warblers, hither fly, 

And shun the noon-tide heat; 

shrubs a cooling shade supply, 
_ groves a safe retreat. ty 


Here freely hop from spray. to spray, 


‘No sehool-boy rade, to mischief prone, 
shows his ruddy face, 
_ Or twangs his bow, or hurls a stone 
_ Ja this sequester’d place. 


Hither the vocal thrush repairs, 
Secure the linnet sings; 

The goldfinch dreads no slimy snares 
To clog her painted wings. 


Sad Philomel! ah! quit thy haunt, 
gentle woods among, 
_ And round my friendly grotto chaunt 
_ Thy sweetly plaintive song. 


- Let not the harmless redbreast fear, 
Domestic bird, to come 
And seek a sure asylum here, 
With one who loves his home. 


for you, ye artless tribe, 
| hall store of fruit preserve; | 
O! let me thus your friendship bribe, 
Come, feed without reserve. 
For you these cherries I protect, 
To you these plums ; 
Sweét is the fruit that you have peck’d, 
' But sweeter far your song. 


Let then this league between us made, 
Our mutual interest guard ; 

Mine be the gift of fruit and shade 
Your songs by my reward. 


SPRING. 
BY MRS. HEMANS. 


The bud is in the bough, 
the leaf is in the 
' And Earth beginning now 
In her veins to feel the blood, 
_ Which warmed by summer’s sun, 
In the alembic of the vine, 
From her founts will overrun 
In a ruddy gush of wine. 


_ The perfume and the bloom 

That shall decorate the flower, 

Are quickening in the gloom 
Of their subterranean bower ; 

And the juices meant to feed 
Trees, vegetables, fruits, 

_Unerringly proceed 
their pre-appointed roots. 


How awful is the thought 
Of the wonders under ground, 
Of the mystic changes wrought 
In the silent, dark profound ; 
How-each thing upwards tends 
necessity decreed, 
And a world’s support depends 
On the shooting of a seed ! 


The summer’s in her ark, 
And this sunny pinioned day 
Is commissioned to remark 
Whether winter holds her sway : 
Go back, thou dove of peace, 
With the myrtle on thy wing, 
Say that floods and tempest cease, 
And the world is ripe for Spring ! 


Thou hast fanned the sleeping earth 
Till her dreams are all of flowers, 
And the waters look in mirth 
For the over hanging bowers; 
_ The forest seems to listen 
For the rustle of its leaves, 
And the very skies to glisten 
(n the hope of summer eves. 
Thy vivifying spell 
_. Has been felt beneath the wave, 
“By the dormouse in ita cell 
And the mole within the cave; 
And the summer tribes that creep 
Or in air expand their wing, 
Have started from their sleep 
At the summons of the Spring. 


The cattle lift their voices 

From the valleys and the hills, 
And the feathered. race rejoices 

With a gush of tuneful bills; 
And if this cloudless day 

Fills the poet’s song with glee, 
Oh, thou sunny month of May, 

Be it dedicate to thee! 

(From Jesse’s Gleanings.) 
BIRDS’ NESTS. 

“The nest of a bird is one of those daily miracles, 
pose from its familiarity, is passed over without re- 
gard.” 

His present Majesty, when residing in 
Bushy Park, had a part of the foremast of 
the Victory, against which Lord Nelson was 
standing when he received his fatal wound, 
deposited in a small temple in the grounds of 
Bushy House, from which it was afterwards 
removed, and placed at the upper end of the 
dining-room, with a bust of Lord Nelson upon 
it. A large shot had passed completely through 


- this part of the mast, and while it was in the 


temple a pair of robins had built their nest in 
the shot-hole, and reared a brood of young 
ones. It was impossible to witness this little 
concurrence without reflecting on the scene of 
blood, and strife of war which had occurred 
to produce so snug and peaceable a retreat for 
a nest of harmless robins. If that delightful 
poet of the lakes, Mr. Wordsworth, should 
ever condeseend to read this little anecdote, 
it might supply him with no bad subject for 
one of his charming sonnets. 

_ There is something extremely curious in 


the situations which birds sometimes select 


to build their nests in. Mr. White, in his 
Natural History of Selborne, mentions two 
remarkable facts of swallows having built 
their nests in odd situations, one on the han- 
dles of a pair of garden-shears, which were 
stuck up against the, boards of an outhouse ; 
and the other on the wings and body of an 


_ owl that happened by accident to hang dead 


and dry from the rafter of a barn. Having 
occasion myself to call some years ago on 
the Rev. Egerton Bagot, of Pipe Hayes, in 
Warwickshire, { was surprised at seeing a 
swallow’s nest built on the knocker of his 
hall door, and the parent bird in the act of 
incubation. When the door was opened (a 
ciroumstance which occurred frequently in 
the course of the day,) the bird left her nest 
for an instant, but returned to it as soon as it 
was shut. I afterwards learnt that the swal- 
low hatched, and that her young arrived at 


whitethroat had its nest for three years on a 
vine close to my parlour window, where it 


ness and protection of those under whose | 
care they.seem to place themselves. Thus a|_ 


was quite open to observation; and a robin 
built on the shelf of my green-house, which 
was constantly visited, and the bird looked at 
while sitting; but she never left her nest at 
those. times, and seemed perfectly secure and 
‘contented. There is something very agree- 
able to me in this confidence of protection, 
which I like to think that I have produced by 
constantly feeding them in winter, and never 
allowing their nests to be taken. 

A robin, when its young are in danger, has 
a peculiarly plaintive note, which I am well 
acquainted with, and which I never hear 
without going to its assistarice, when I gene- 
rally find that a cat has occasioned the call for 
help by prowling near the nest containing the 
| young birds.* 

Robins, more than any other birds I have 
noticed, vary the form of and the materials 
with which they build their nests, according 
to the situation in which they are placed. 


of the green-house surrounded it with a great 
quantity of oak-leaves; while another, who 
for two years built amongst the straw which 
jcovered some sea-cale in my kitchen-garden 


‘moss only, and lined with hair. 


oak-leaves; and in some instances, where 


tity of oak-leaves. I mention this the more 


| many curious remarks in it, says that oak- 
leaves are seldom, if ever, used for the foun- 
dation of the redbreast’s nest. [am more in- 
clined to think that some birds, and the robin 
amongst the number, vary the materials with 
which their nests are built, not so much from 
the difficulty of procuring them, as for the 
purpose of assimilating their nests more 
nearly to the appearance of the objects which 
surround the situation in which they are 
built. I have observed this in a wren’s nest, 
built in the thatch of a shed, and in another 
in a hay-rick, both of which had the external 
appearance of their nests different.t I have 
also observed, that when a chaffinch has built 
its nest against a branch of some tree, the 
moss or lichens which compose the exterior 
part of the nest are similar in appearance to 
those which are found on the tree itself; so 
that it is sometimes very difficult to perceive 
the nest. This fact is curious, as it shows a 
powerful instinctive foresight, and may ac- 
count to the ingenious naturalist above refer- 
red to for his not having found two chaffinches’ 
nests exactly alike amongst the twelve speci- 
mens in his collection. 

Since writing the above, I have had the 
nest of a long-tailed titmouse brought to me, 
built on the branch of an elm in Bushy Park. 
The branch is about the thickness of a man’s 
leg, and the nest is so artfully placed upon it, 
and made so nearly to resemble the knot of 
a tree, that it is extremely difficult to perceive 
that it is a nest. In order to render the de- 
ception more perfect, the nest is by nv means 
too large an excrescence from the branch, 
which it would be if it was as large as those 
built by the same species of birds in more 
| concealed situations. On the contrary, it is 
small and compact, and covered with lichens 
so nearly resembling the bark of the elm, that 
although the branch of the tree overhangs a 
footpath, along which at least thirty workmen 
passed and repassed four times a day, and the 
nest was not more than two feet above their 
heads, it was only at last seen by one of 
This nest has a feather fixed so as to over- 
hang the entrance, forming a sort of valve, 
and which was pushed in or out as the birds 
left the nest or came into it. It must have 
been placed there, one would think, to add to 
the warmth of the nest during the very cold 
weather which prevailed at the time the birds 
were laying their eggs. 

The nest of the wood-pigeon, although 
composed of the rudest materials—only a few 
dead sticks—will be found admirably calcu- 
lated for the purpose of concealment. How 
often have I observed the strong rapid flight 
of a wood-pigeon from a tree, and heard the 
noise produced by his wings, and then looked 
up into the tree, expecting to see his nest, 
without being able to perceive it! This has 
been owing to the various deposites of dead 
leaves and sinall branches which have been 
accumulated in various parts of the tree, and 
which have exactly the same appearance 
which the nest of the wood-pigeon has. 

I must also mention a curious instinctive 
property which I have observed in some birds, 
tending very materially to the preservation of 
their young. 

The excrement of the young of many birds 
who build their nests without any pretensions 
to concealment, such as the swallow, crow, 
&c. may at all times be observed about or 
under the nest, while that of some of those 
birds, whose nests are more industriously con- 
cealed, is conveyed away in the mouths of 
the parent birds, who generally drop it at a 
distance of twenty or thirty yards from the 
nest. Were it not for this precaution, the 
excrement itself, from its accumulation, and 
commonly from its very colour, would point 
out the place where the young were con- 
cealed. 

As soon as the birds are ready to fly, or 
nearly so, the old birds do not consider it any 
longer necessary to continue to remove the 
excrement. 


* I may here mention a curious fact which was com- 
municated to me by a gentleman who had it from Mr. 
Knight of Downton. A fiy-catcher built in his stove 
several successive years. He observed that the bird 
quitted its eggs whenever the thermometer was above 
—he thinks—71 or 73 degrees, and resuming her place 
upon the nest when the thermometer sunk below ; 
again. This fact leads us to account for another, re- 
specting ostriches, which are observed by travellers to 
be absent from their eggs in the day-time, but to sit 
upon them during the night. That they do this is 
shown by the fact of the ostrich feathers being of less 
value during the period of incubation than they are be- 
fore or after. At that time they are tinged with red, 
which the Hovttentots suy is occasioned by their sitting 
on the red earth to hatch their eggs. I have this in- 
formation from Mr. Birchall, who however says that 
he never saw an ostrich on the nest in the day time. 
+I have a wren’s nest in my possession, built amongst 
some litter thrown into a yard. It so nearly resembles 
the surrounding objects, that it was only discovered 
by the birds flying out of it. Some of the straws which 
com it are so thick, that one wonders how so small 
a bird could have used them. 


Our dependence upon God ought to be so 
entire and absolute, that we should never 


boldness in the situation in which they build | have recourse to human consolations.—Kem- 


their nests, as if they depended on the kind- 


pis, 


Thus the robin who had its nest on the shelf 


had its nest composed of a small quantity of 
Another, 
who built in a trained gooseberry-bush against 
a wall, used also moss and hair, with some few 


jrobins have used a large hole in a bank to 
build their nest in, the sides of the hole have 
been completely filled in with a great quan- 


particularly, because, in a delightful work on 
the Architecture of Birds, which I have just 
seen, the ingenious and observant author of 


From the Western Presbyterian. | 
OLD AGE. 


It is a subject well worth considering, why 
the mental faculties of some persons fail so 
much sooner than those of others. While in 
some we see an early dotage, we see others 
who retain their vigor of mind to extreme old 
age. Now I believe that this difference is to 
be traced, principally, to the different habits 
of the persons. The mind, as well as the 
body, to be kept in energy, must be kept in 
action. But most men begin to relax their 
mental labours at about the age of fifty—some 
much sooner. We need not wonder, then, to 
hear so many about that age, if not earlier, 
complain of the failure of memory. But we 
seldom see those who keep up the habits of 
intellectual activity, discover any failure of 
the memory, or of their other faculties, at any 
age—unless when the body is greatly disor- 
dered by disease. Many of the giants of li- 
terature have written their best works in old 
age: among whom may be mentioned Milton, 
Burke, and Johnson—Franklin, at 80, dis- 
played all his original vigour of mind—and so, 
I doubt not, does our great Lexicographer, 
Noah Webster, now. I spent some time with 
him, when he was about 70, and saw no marks 
of mental or bodily decrepitude—for he then 
retained all those habits of industry, which 
have made him one of the most learned men 


tionary in the English language. 


thing daily, I grow old.” 


to solve a common question in arithmetic. 


tal imbecility, brought on by mental inaction. 


and died “a driveller and a show !” 


they sought, often gave over exertion, grew 
fat and sluggish, and died !—Swift’s conduct 
was similar to theirs. 
but labour would raise him to the eminence he 
sought; this he therefore underwent: but 
when he had gained the object of his ambi- 
tion he gave over his habits of industry, and 
sunk into mental imbecility. Many others 
act in a similar manner, and then blame their 
age! It seems to me that there is no period 
of life in which a man of learning can em 
ploy his time to the same advantage as in old 
age: fur intellectual treasures are like other 
treasures, the more we have, the easier we 
gain. And besides, he then has the know- 
ledge obtained by experience—the most im- 
portant, and the most practical of all know- 
ledge. Homer represents his aged Nestor as 
“wise from time, and narrative with age!” 
The mind is not like the body, worn out with 
age. It does not become bloodless and ossify 
—it is a spiritual substance, and is destined 
to “flourish in immortal youth.” 


ALEXANDER OF RUSSIA.. 


ABsTRACT OF AN UxasE.—We give below 
from a London paper a copy of an imperial 
ukase issued by the late Emperor Alexander 
of Russia. The severe but just rebuke which 
it contains, resembling in some respects the 
one given by king Canute to his servile flat- 
terers, was called forth by gross adulation to 
the emperor when he was on his last tour 
through his dominions. 

Ukase addressed to the Legislative Synod of 
Moscow, by Alexander, Emperor of Rus- 
sia, dated from Moscow, October 27, 1817. 
‘During my late travels through the pro- 

vinces, I was obliged, to my no small regret, 
to listen to speeches pronounced in different 
parts, which contained unbecoming praises of 
me—praises which can only be ascribed unto 
God. And asI am convinced in the depth 
of my heart of the Christian truth, that every 
blessing floweth unto us through our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ alone, and that eve- 
ry man, be he who he may, without Christ, is 
full only of evil; therefore to ascribe unto 
me the glory of deeds in which the hand of 
God had been evidently manifested before the 
whole world, is to give unto men that glory 
which belongeth unto Almighty God alone. 
I account it my duty, therefore, to forbid 
all such unbecoming expressions of praise, 
and recommend that, on similar occasions in 
future, the people refrain from all such ex- 
pressions of praise, so disagreeable to my 
ears: and that they may render unto the 
Lord of Hosts alone thanksgivings for the 
blessings bestowed upon us, and pray for the 
outpouring of his grace upon all of us; con- 
forming themselves in this matter to the words 
of sacred writ, which requires us to render to 
the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only 
wise God, henour and glory, forever and 
ever. ALEXANDER. 


SERPENT CHARMERS. 


In Northern India the serpent charmers are 
a distinct caste of people, who reside in the 


guage. In parties of forty or fifty they itine- 
rate through the whole of Hindostan and Ben- 
gal; and when they arrive in the vicinity of 
a populous district, they divide themselves 
into companies of six or eight, and, going 
from house to house, amuse the people by 
causing serpents of all sizes to wind round 
their bodies, &c. Their dress is a long robe 
of orange-coloured cotton, reaching down to 
their feet, with a cumberbund, or girdle, and 
turban of the same colour. ‘Their faces are 
always painted with turmeric and mud, and 
their general appearance is calculated to 
alarm the fears of the lower orders of Hin- 
doos, who believe them to possess supernatu- 
ral powers. They carry with them baskets 
containing living serpents of all kinds, and in 
their hands they hold a small earthen pipe, 
perforated with holes, in which they blow, and 
produce from it certain sounds, which, they 
say, are sure to draw every serpent from its 
hiding place. By what means it is accom- 
plished I cannot say, but certainly their pow- 
ers of fascination over the serpent tribes are 
most wonderful. 

Several of these persons once entered into 
the compound of the house where I was re- 
siding, and requested permission to charm the 
snakes on the premises. Anxious to witness 
their skill, I felt inclined to allow them; but 
finding a great number of natives collected 
round the gate, fearful lest an impression might 
be produced on their minds, that I was en- 
couraging those whom they believed to be in 
league with the powers of darkness, I dis- 
missed them, and they went to the next 
house, where they were admitted, and from 
my window I witnessed all that took place. 


_ maturity. Some birds indeed show great | think it necessary, in any kind of distress, to| From a godown in this house several fowls 


had been taken away, and suspicion had fallen 
on one of the servants. The sap-wallah— 


of our age, and the author of the best Dic- 
He might 
then have said with Solon—*“ learning some- 
But a person of a 
mind naturally as strong as Sir Isaac New- 
ton’s may, by mental inaction, become unable 


Dean Swift is a melancholy instance of men- 


He gave over those habits of industry which 
had raised him to eminence at an early peri- 
od—for, from some whim, he would not use 
specticles—he sank into mental indolence, 
So the 
ancient Athlete, when they, by a severe 
course of discipline, had gained the prize 


He knew that nothing 


upper provinces, and speak the Hindoo lan-| 


| 


serpent-man—however, on viewing the place, 
declared the thief to be a serpent, and imme- 
diately commenced blowing on his pipe. In 
a few minutes a shriek from the female ser- 
vants of the house announced the appearance 
of the head of a large serpent from a hole in 
the corner, when the man darted forward, 
and seizing the animal by the neck, drew 
forth and exhibited a serpent about six feet 
in length. | 

An individual residing a few miles from 
Calcutta, imagining that these feats were no- 
thing more than sleight of hand, and that the 
sap-wallahs concealed in their flowing robes 
one or more of the serpents usually carried 
about with them in their baskets, which are 
deprived of their poisoning fangs, and slip- 


put their skill to a proper test. Attended by 


cobra di capella put forth his hooded head 


out ; 
among the rest. 
They exhibit these serpents for money, anc 


mediately make off in different directions 


notes, and all the serpents stop as though en 
chanted; they then turn towards the musi 
cian, and approaching him within two feet 


the tune. When he ceases playing, they dro} 
their heads and remain quiet on the ground. 


Bengalees, of the lowest caste. 


for the purpose. 


and other intoxicating liquors. —G. Gogerly. 


BENEVOLENCE IN HUMBLE LIFE. 


she has six children. 
her; the others are the children of a woman 


working mechanic. 


of her own.—English paper. 


LEGES IN PENNSYLVANIA. 


From his last report to the legislature, and 
the documents appended to it, we derive the 
following information. 

By the new school laws of the state, each 
county is left to determine by its votes whe- 
ther it will entitle itself to the aid of the pub- 


the expense. The result is stated by the Se- 
cretary that the counties supposed to contain 
the most intelligent inhabitants are the most 
opposed to the system, whilst the recent and 
less populous districts cordially accept it. 
The whole number of districts is 987 
The number which have accepted 745 


The number of common schools 3349 
Male teachers 2428 
Female teachers 966 
3394 
Male scholars 74,253 
Female scholars 65,351 
Philadelphia echools 11,234 
150,838 


The average time during which schools 
were kept open during the year was four 
months and three days. 
teaching each pupil, one dollar per quarter. 
Average number in each school forty-one. 
The whole number of children in the state 
between the ages of five and fifteen is about 
320,000. 

Of the sum of $200,000 appropriated to the 
schools for the year, nearly $132,000 have 
been paid. The remainder will be due to 
certain districts that have not yet complied 
with the conditions of the law. 

Fifty-two counties have voted to raise by 
taxes the aggregate sum of $340,000. . 
Twenty-two of the Academies that have 
received aid from the state, report 1111 
students. These academies possess land es- 
timated at $68,000, investments at $29,000, 
and buildings at $57,000. But one reports a 
library. | 

Eight of the colleges that have received 
aid from the state report 841 students; 116 
raduates in 1836. Average expense to each 
pupil $135. Funds estimated at $333,000, 
of which sum, the property of the University 
of Pennsylvania alone makes $186,000. Vo- 
lumes in three libraries 11,200. 

Pennsylvania has made grants of money 
and at different times to colleges and acade- 
mies, the gross amount of which is estimated 
to be $485,000. | 
Public Schools of Philadelphia—The city 
and county of Philadelphia constitute a school 
district, under special regulations, and are 
not included in the above statements. From 
the nineteenth annual report of the Board of 
Controllers, it appears that the monitorial and 
infant schools have been attended by 7127 
pupils; the primary schools by 2500; other 


ping them down, instantly seize and exhibit 
them as newly caught snakes, determined to 


some friends, he went into a confined room, 
where he saw all the baskets containing the 
serpents tied down and carefully deposited ; 
then causing the sap-wallah to undress, his 
clothes were locked up in the same room, and 
with nothing on him but a cloth round his 
loins, which was carefully examined, he was 
taken into the garden, the door of which was 
locked, to prevent the admission of an accom- 
plice. Nothing daunted, the man began play- 
ing on his pipe, and proceeding from one part 
of the garden to another for some minutes, 
stopped at a part of the wall much injured by 
age, and intimated that a serpent was within. 
He then played quicker, and his notes were 
louder, when almost immediately a large 


and the man fearlessly ran to the spot, seized 
it by the throat, and drew it forth. He then 
showed the poisonous fangs, and beat them 
afterwards it was taken to the room 
where his baskets were left, and deposited 


taking out eight or ten of different kinds, they 
cast them on the ground. The animals im- 


The sap-wallah then applies the pipe to his 
mouth, and sends forth a few of his peculiar 


raise their heads from the ground, and bend- 
ing backwards and forwards keep time with 


An inferior kind of serpent charmers, are 
They do not 
use the pipe to which I have referred, but 
merely beat with their fingers a small drum, 
and pulling the tail of the serpents, continue 
to irritate them, until the animals become so 
infuriated that they dart forward and seize the 
naked arm of the sap-wallah, which he exposes 
I have seen these people 
allow their arms to be bitten in this manner 
until they have been covered with blood. 
They are generally great drunkards, and the 
money raised by these exhibitions is almost 
immediately spent in the purchase of arrack 


One day this week a woman in humble 
life, accompanied by four very young children, 
applied personally for their admittance into a 
Free-school in this town for which they had a 
claim that was readily allowed. She is the 
wife of a tradesman who earns his own and 
family’s bread by the sweat of his brow, and 
Of the four children 
admitted into the school, only one belongs to 


who lately died, and who was the wife of a 
The mothers were na- 
tives of the same town, far distant from Liv- 
erpool, and the one who has departed assign- 
ed over on her de:ith-bed, her four young 
children to her friend, who has received them 
all into her lowly and now crowded dwelling, 
and one of them, who is but a few weeks 
old, she is nursing, in addition to an infant 


COMMON SCHOOLS, ACADEMIES, AND COL- 


The Secretary of this Commonwealth is ex 
officio the superintendent of public education. 


lic fund by assuming a certain proportion of 


Average cost of 


children taught at the expense of the county. 
The expenses of the year were $75,000, 
which includes $23,000 for building schoo 
houses. | 


OLD AND NEW TIMES. 


An elderly gentleman of this city who is 
one of our oldest citizens, was conversing 
with us yesterday upon the subject of failures 
in business which were now taking place, and 
remarked how different the minds of the peo- 
ple were now, respecting bankruptcy, to what 
they were formerly. He then related the 
particulars of a failure which happened in 
this city just before the revolutionary war, 
which were as follows:—A merchant, who 
was transacting business at what was then 
called the ‘Court end” of the town, failed, 
causing great excitement, and in the settle- 
ment of his affairs there was a small deficien- 
cy, which caused his creditors to relate the 
circumstances of their various losses for a 
number of years after the failure. Some had 
lost five dollars, some ten, some twenty, and 
others thirty, but very few so large an amount 


schools by 1500, making a total of 11,127 | and her greatest ambition carry her no farther 


than his welfare and happiness together with 

that of herchildren. This should be her sole 

aim, and the theatre of her exploits, the bosom 

of her family, where she may do as much to- 

wards making a fortune as he possibly can do 

in the counting-room or the workshop. It is 
not the money earned that makes a man 
wealthy ; it is what is saved from his earning. 
A good and prudent husband makes a deposite 
of the fruits of his labour with his best friend 
—and if that friend be not true to him what 
has he to hope? if he dare not place confi- 
dence in the companion of his bosom, where 
is he to place it, A wife acts not for herself 
only, but she is the agent of many she loves, 
and she is bound to act for their good, and not 
for her own gratification. Her husband’s 
good is the end at which she should aim— 
his approbation is her reward. Self-gratifica- 
tion in dress, or indulgence in appetite, or 
more company than his purse can well enter- 
tain, are equally pernicious. The first adds 
vanity to extravagance—the second fastens a 
doctor’s bill to a long butcher’s account, and 
the latter brings intemperance, the worst of all 


as one hundred dollars. Now, says the gen- 
tleman, a failure for millions of dollars is not 
thought much of ; every thing has been upon 
the high pressure system. The people have 
of late years been in the habit of speaking of 
hundreds of thousands, and millions, so that 
the sum of ten, twenty, and even fifty thou- 
sand dollars, is not thought much of, even by 
some of our young men. Is not the time fast 
approaching when the sum of even one thou- 
»{sand dollars will be considered of some con- 
sequence to the possessor of it?) Providence 
Courter. 


THE DAHLIA. 


As this is the season when this beautiful 
Mexican should be taken from its winter 

quarters and transplanted, we will remind 
our readers that if they expect fine flowers, 
they must be liberal in manuring the places 
in which they deposite their roots. A moist, 
loamy soi} is best adapted to their successful 
culture; but by filling up the hole around 
them with a fat compost, in which virgin 
mould, spent ashes, and well rotted stable 
manure, are properly commingled, they may 
be raised any where, open to the sun and air. 
Care, however, must be taken to keep the 


dry weather; for stalks of such succulence 
and luxuriant growth are necessarily deep 
drinkers, and must have their wants artificially 
if not naturally supplied. And here let us 
remark, that those who desire to have them 
in their greatest perfection, should most as- 
suredly give them a watering at least once a 
week with soap suds. 


THE JUDICIOUS HOOKER. 

‘“‘T have lived to see that this world is 
made up of perturbations; and I have been 
long preparing to leave it, and gathering 
comfort for the dreadful hour of making my 
account with Gop, which I now apprehend 
to be near. And though I have, by his grace, 
loved him in my youth, and feared him in my 
age, and laboured to have a conscience void 
of offence towards him, and towards all men; 
yet, ‘if thou, Lorp, shouldst be extreme to 
mark what J have done amiss, who can abide 
it? And, therefore, where I have failed, 
Lorp, show mercy to me, for I plead not my 
righteousness, but the forgiveness of my un- 
righteousness, through his merits, who died 
to purchase pardon for penitent sinners. 
And since [owe thee a death, Lorp, let it 
not be terrible, and then take thine own 
time; I submit to it. ‘Let not mine, O 
Lorp, but thy will be done!’ God _ hath 
heard my datly petitions: for Iam at peace 
with all men; and He is at peace with me. 
From such blessed assurance, I feel that in- 
ward joy which this world can neither give 
nor take from me. My conscience keareth 
me this witness, and this witness makes the 
thoughts of death joyful. I could wish to 
live to do the church more service, but can- 
not hope for it; for ‘my days are past, as a 
shadow that runs not.’ ” His worthy biogra- 
pher adds: ‘* More he would have spoken, 
but his spirits failed hin: and after a sharp 
conflict between nature and death, a quiet 
sigh put a period to his last breath, and so he 
fell asleep. And now he seems to rest like 
Lazarus in Abraham’s bosom.” 


PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITY. 


Men think that the teaching of their chil- 
dren belongs to the schoolmaster and the 
schoolmaster and the minister only, and not 
to themseves, but all have their several parts 
to do, and no one’s work goeth on well with- 
out the rest. Butthe parent isthe first and 
greatest of all. As when the lower school is 
to teach the children to read, and the gram- 
mar school to teach them grammar, and then 
the university to teach them the sciences. If 
now the first and second shall vcmit their 
parts, and a boy shall be sent to the univer- 
sity before he can read, yea, or before he has 
learned his grammar, what sort of a scholar 
do you think he is likely to make? If you 
have a house to build, one must fell and 
square the timber, and another must saw it, 
and another must frame it, and then rear it; 
but if the first be left undone, how shall the 
second and third be done? A minister should 
find all his hearers catechised and holily edu- 
cated, that the Church may be a Church in- 
deed. But if a hundred, or many hundred pa- 
rents and masters will cast their work upon 
one minister, is it likely, think you, to be 
well done? Or is it any wonder if we have 
ungodly Churches, and Christians that are no 
Christians?) Ohow much more good might 
a minister do, and much more comfortable 
would his calling be, if parents would but do 
their parts !—Bazter. 
ECONOMY IN A FAMILY. 

There is nothing which goes so far towards 
placing young people beyond the reach of 
poverty, as economy in the arrangement of 
their domestic affairs. It is as much impos- 
sible to get a ship across the Atlantic, with 
half a dozen butts started or as many bolt 
holes in her bottom, as to conduct the con- 
cerns of a family without economy. It mat- 
ters not whether a man furnishes little or 
much for his family, if there is a continual 
leakage, in the kitchen or in the parlour, it 
runs away he knows not how, and that demon, 
Waste, cries more, like the horse-leech’s 
daughter, until he that provides has no more 
to give. It is the husband’s duty to bring in- 
to the house, and it is the duty of the wife to 
see that nothing goes wrongly out of it; not 
the least article, however unimportant in it- 
self, for it establishes a precedent; nor under 
any pretence, for it opens the door to stalk in. 
A man gets a wife to look after his affairs and 
assist him in his journey through life. ‘The 
husband’s interest should be the wife’s care, 


plants well watered on every occurrence of 


evils, in its train. 


R. SLEIGH’S NEW BOOK.—The Christian’s 
Defensive Dictionary, being an alphabetical re- 
futation of the general objections to the Bible; by W- 
Ww. Sleigh. Also, a fresh supply of The Young Lady's 
Friend; bya Lady. Just received and for sale by 
HENRY PERKINS, 
april 29 134 Chesnut street, Philadelphia- 


URLINGTON HERRING.—Fresh Burlingtor 

Herring just received at the Temperance Tes 

and Family Grocery Store, S. W. corner of Dock and 
Second streets. JAMES R. WEBB. 


OSCOW ACADEMY FOR YOUNG GENTLE- 
session to commence Monday, 
April 2th. ‘Terms for board, tuition, &c. $60 per 
sion of five months, payable one halfin advance. No pu- 
pil received for less than halfa session. Branches taught : 
The whole course of Mathematics. Natural and Moral 
Philosophy, Apcient and Modern History, Chemistry, 
Mineralogy, Botany, Logic, Rhetoric, Composition and 
Declamation—together with the Greek, Latin and Erench 
Languages. Lectures upon the natural sciences during 
the term. 

This Justitution is located ina very healthy section of 
country; is easy of access, being situated on the Phila- 
delphia and Lancaster turnpike, and one mile and a half 
from Parksburg on the Pennsylvania Railway. 

Parents wishing a safe place in point of morals for their 
children, will find the situation particularly eligible. 

Application may be made to the subscriber at the 
Academy. Letters from a distance to be directed to 
Black-horse Post Office, — Pennsyivania, 

AYLORD L. M . 

March I], 1837. 


References : Rev. James Latta, Mantua; Rev David 
McCarter, Union Church, Lancaster county, Pa.; Rev. 
David M. Smith, Principal of Hudson River Seminary, 


New York; Levi Hayes, Unionville. 
] OBERT CARTER, Theological, and Classical 

& Bookseller, No. 112 Canal street, Corner of Lau 
reus, New York, has constantly on hand a large and 
general assortment of Theological, Classical, and Miscel- 


laneous Books. Orders fiom a distance will always re- 
ceive prompt attention. August 6.—tf. 


SCHOOL FOR BOYS, Perth Am- 

boy, New Jersey—s. E. Woo.sriner, Principal. 
The design of the School, and the highest aim of the 
Principal, is “to train up a child in the way he 
should go.” 

References—Rev. John McDowell, D. D., Rev. 
James Patterson, Rev. John L. Grant, James Hunt, 
Esq. ‘The place is healthy, and easy of access. 

april 1—23t* 


| CLASSICAL AND COM. 
MERCIAL SCHOOL, between Princeton and 
Trenton, N. J. Boys are admitted into this Institu- 
tion, who are between the age of six and fourteen. 
The Summer Session will commence on the Ist of 
May. Circulars, exhibiting the plan of the school, 
‘Terms &c. may be had of the Rev. Wm. W. Phil- 
lips, D.D. 454 Broome street, N. Y. of J. Whetham, Esq. 
No. 22 South Fourth strect, Philadelphia, of A. G. 
Cochran, Esq. New Orleans, or by addressing the sub- 
criber. A. H. PHILLIPS, 

feb. 11 | Lawrenceville, N. J. 


SALMS AND HYMNS—Approved by the General 

Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, and published 
for their benefit, both large and small size, and in fine 
and plain binding, may constantly be had of the sub- 
scriber, at the lowest prices, either by the thousand ¢co- 
pies or a less number. 

All orders from Booksellers, Churches, and others will 

be, as heretofore, immediately attended to by 
SOLOMON ALLEN, 


ew—tf No. 117 Chesnut street. 


ALDWIN AND COLTON,—Temperance Tea 
dealers and Family Grocers, No. 244 Market street 
above Seventh, have for sale the following choice goods, 
Green and Black Teas, fresh and sclected with care 
1d Mocha, Java, Ceylon, Curracoa and Surinam Cof. 
fee, Boston Syrup Molasses, superior to any made in 
this city. Boston Double and Single refined Loaf Su- 
gar, London Split Peas, just received, Parmasan 
Cheese, do. Maccaroni and Vermicelli, Superior Jersey 
Hams, Smoked ‘Tongues, and Beef, Imported Bologna 
Sausages, French Sardins, Mustard, &c. &c. 
march 15, 


™; EW ELEMENTARY SINGING CLASS, at 
1 the Philadelphia Musical Academy, Market 
above Ninth street.—The subscriber having had seve- 
ral recent applications for instruction in the elements of 
vocal music, proposes to form another class for the 
Spring and Summer term, for the benefit of ladies and 
gentlemen wishing to obtain a knowledge of first prin- 
ciples. ‘The well known and justly celebrated Solfeggi 
exercises of Rodolphe, with the late improvements of 
Professor Meignen, have been used in the several 
classes of the Academy the past season; and the pre- 
sent results are highly gratilying, alike to the pupils 
and the teacher. ‘To give an additional interest ta 
these exercises, selections from the most popular sic 
of the day are interspersed. 

The Juvenile day and Adult evening classes which 
were organized last fall, arc still continued. Parents 
wishing to enter their children will find this a favovra- 
ble opportunity, especially as the weather has become 
mild and the walking pleasant. | 
_Instructions on various Instruments is likewise 
given. : D. P. ALDEN, 

april 1—5t* Principal. 


AFAYETTE COLLEGE.—The summer Term 
opens on the 27th April. 
For the summer Term of 21 weeks. For boarding 
and tuition, one half in advance, $62; washing and 
light, additional, by the quantity, the value of labour 
deducted. Students furnish their own rooms, and it is 
generally to their advantage to bring their bedding 
with them. Other matters, such as chairs, tables, &c, 
can be procured at the College. Evidence of good 
moral character must be furnished. Lads under fifteen 
ought not to have moncy ; a deposit in the President’s 
hands should be made for their immediate expenses. 
GeorcE President. 
march 18-3m. 


BINGTON FEMALE SEMINAR Y—under the 

care of Rev. Robert Steel. The summer session 
of this institution will begin on the second day of May. 
The pupils are requested.to be punctual in their atten- 
dance at the opening of the school. 
The situation of Abington, being only 11 miles North 
of Philadelphia, on the Easton Road; the beauty and 
salubrity of the surrounding country, and the conveni- 
ence of a daily communication with the city, render it 
a most desirable location, especially for the summer 
season. As there were a number of applicants who 
could not be admitted last fall, the subscriber takes this. 
method of informing his friends, and the public, that 
having enlarged his house, he can now receive a few 
more boarders. For terms, &c., please address 

R. STEEL, 

Abington Post-office, near Philadelphia. 

april 8—4t* 3 


HEAP BOOKS.—The subscriber has just received 
a large assortment of Books, in the various de 
partments of literature, purchased at the recent Trade 
Sale at very low prices, and which he is determined to 
sell proportionably cheap. Persons wishing to procure 
Theological, Classical, School, or Miscellaneous Books, 
are respectfully invited to call and examine the stock 
and prices. GEO. W. DONOHUE, | 
No. 13 South Fourth street, Philadelphia. 
Also, a great variety of Family and Pocket Bibles, 
— Books, Hymn Books, &c. in splendid bindings. 
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ie - Here rove and sing the live-long day, a 
At night here sweetly rest. 
Amidet this cool translucent rill, 
| That trickles down the glade: 5 
Here bathe your plumes, here drink your fill, | 
And:revel in the shade. 
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